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An Observation on the Swimming Ability of Dolphin

Byoung-gee LEE"+

Though group swimming behavior of dolphin
had been observed by some authors, the report
on the swimming ability of it is few.

The author observed swimming ability of
dolphin accidentally, on the way of cruising
from Busan Korea, to Osaka Japan, on the
board of R/V Ohdaesan which belongs to Nat-
jonal Fisheries University of Busan,on the day
27th August, 1975.

When the vessel ¢cruising near the sea area,
160° of True bearing and 4 miles apart from
the Cape Murotozaki, Shikoku, Japan (33°—
10'N, 134°~12’E), at about 10 o’clock on that day
the author can find a group of dolphins, esti-
mated about twenty individuals, swimming
around the vessel. And a little later, about 32

minutes past 10 o’clock, five of them approach-

ming ability with a ship had been described
already by Cousteau (1973), vyet the swimming
speed of dolphin had becn never reported.

As soon as the author find out the phenomena,
dolphins advance in frout of the stem, ordered
to maintain the ship’s course and speed consi-
antly enable to estimate
of dolphin,
the dolphins started to compete with the vessel

the swimming ability
then count the time interval,
and finished it, then found the time interval
needed 12 minutes.

At the same time, cruising speed of the vessel
to sea water was 11.1 k’t, then the average
swimming speed of dolphin, sustained in 12
minutes, was estimated as 5.7 m/sec.

Weater and sea condition, at the observation

had been done, was such as:

ed to the bow of the vessel and began to swim wind speed almost 0, weather overcast,
in front of the stem,in distance never over 10 beauford scale 0, air pressure 1,011 mb,
meters. air temperature 26.4°C, water temperature
Such phenomenon, dolphins compete swim- 28.8°C,
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