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A STUDY OF CLINICAL SIGN_S AND SYMPTOMS ASSOCIATED
WITH TEMPOROMANDIBULAR JOINT DYSFUNCTION.

Sung Chang Chung, D.D.S.

Department of Oral Diagnosis, College of Dentistry, Seoul National University.

This study included 124 patients with some degree of jaw dysfunction. Their
age ranged from 15 to 65 years. "All patients were identified in the department
of oral diagnosis at the Infirmary of College of Dentistry, Seoul National Univ-
ersity, during the period from Jan. 1974 to Oct. 1975. The patients were exam-
ined about clinical signs and symptoms associated with jaw: dysfunctmns An
accurate history also was taken _and specific attention was paid to the chief

complaint and to -dental manifestations that may have influenced the occlusion

of the patient. A complete éxamination included palpation and radiographic
analysis of the temporomandibular joint.
The obtained results were as follows;
1. Fifty(40%) were males, and 74(64/) were females. Average age of patients
with jaw dysfunction was about 31 years.
2. The common signs and symptoms associated with jaw dysfunction were pain,
cllckmg sound, and limitation of mouth opening.
3. Clicking was present in 83 cases and was usually unilateral.
4. Of the patients with jaw dysfunction, the patiens under one month were more
dominant than other durations.
5. It was probable that jaw dysfunction can be chiefly trauma, loss of molar

support, and malocclusion including occlusal irregularity.
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Table 1. Age and sex distribution of patients.

Sex
Age(years) |—ouu_ Total
Male Female -

Under 20% 1 13 24

21 to 30 25 ’ 23 48

31 to 40 5 20 26

41 to 50 6 14

51 to &0 3 1
Over 60%* 0 2 . 2.
Total(Mean)|  50(28.34)|  74(33. 55) 124(31.27)

*Youngest, 15.
**Qldest, 65,
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Table 2. Distribution of occupation of pafients.
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Percentage of

Nugﬂ?seérs Qf total number
a examined
House wives , 39 al.45
Students 30 24,19
Secretarial or clerk 11 8. 87

work - |

Teachers 3 2.42
Miscellaneous 21 16.94
Unknown ‘ 20 16,13
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Table 3. Signs arrd symptoms associated with
TM]J dysfunction. -

Number of .
cases Total
Male | Female No. }' %
Painful 28 44 72| 58,06
Clicking 31 520 83 66.94
Limitation of 1l 55
movement . 1 207 ‘ 3] .25. 00
Deviation : 10 15 251 20.16
Table 4. Patients with painful symptoms,
No. - %
with clicking f . 47 65,28
without clicking’ | 75 34.72
Total 72 100. 00
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Table 5. Patients w1th clicking.

y No. ‘ %
Unilateral 6l 73.49
Bilateral 22 26.51
Total 83 100.00
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Table 6. Duration of TM]J dysfunction.

Sex \ Total
Duration 5 -
Male lFemale‘ No. ‘ %
Under 1 month 12‘\ 13 25 20,16
"1 to 6 months 9 1 20 16.13
6tol12 n 2 gl . 10l s.06
1 to 5 years 6 11 17 13.71
~ Over 5 years 6 7 13| 10.48
. Unknown 15 24| . 39 31.45
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Table 7. Probable etiological factors.

) Pescentage of
: . Number of
Etiological factors total number
£ cases examined.
1. Over closure ‘ 3 l{ 2,42
2. Loss of . 13 \ 10.48
molar support ‘
3. Arthritis 2 1.61
4. Hypertrophy of 5 t 1.6F
condyle :
5. Ankylosis 2 l 1.6%
6. Malocclusion(occl~
usal irvegularity )} 30 24,20
7. Trauma(mclude 30 ; 24,20
fracture of sondgley |
8. Etiology 7ot a ar
estabilished 42 35.87
Total ) 124 100. 00
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