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% Abstract %

An Analysis of Suicidal Accidents on Psychiatric In-patients
Pyoung Sook Lee

Deparment of Nursing Korea University

Suicides have been considered to be one of the grave problems of modern societies. Accord:
ing to recent police statistics of Republic of Korea, 28.6 suicides in every 100,000 were
reported. Psychiatric patients are believed to be predisposed to suicidal tendencies.

This study was performed to investigate the characteristics of suicidal attempts and to
¢nalyse the environmental factors involved in the suicidal accidents of patients admitted to
[ sychiatric hospitals.

Records of 66 suicidal accidents from three psychiatric hospitals during the period of
.anuary 1971 through June 1975 were sampled.

Data were analysed by percentile score.

Results are as follows;

1. The age group of 21~30yrs. was revealed to be the highest in frequency of  suicidal
attempts (50.0%)

Arpng the succesful suicides; the age group of 31~40 yrs.in men and the age group of 21
~-30 yrs.in women revealed to be the highest in frequency.

Among the unsuccesful suicides; the age group of 21-30yrs. in both sex revealed to be the
h'ghest in frequency.

2 Suicidal accidentsoccurred more frequently to the unmarried(63.6%). _

Among the succesful suicides; higher frequency was shown to unmarried in men and the
firequency is contrasied in women.

Among the unsuccessful; the unmarried in both sex were revealed to be highest in frequency.
3 Schizophrenia was revealed the highest of suicidal attempts in frequency (81.8%).

4. Suicides were most frequently attempted in the spring{46.9%).

Among the successful suicides; highest frequencies were shown in men in the winter and
in women in the summer sesaon.

Among the unsuccessful suicides;highest frequencies were shown in men in the winter and
in women in the spring.

5. Suicidal attempts were most frequently occurred in hospital wards(40.9%).

In women, unsussesful attempts were found to be the highest on authorized leave at their
hcmes-.

6. The hanging was revealed to be the most frequently adopted methods for suicidal atte-
mpts (31.8%).

Among the successful suicides;hanging was the most frequent method adopted in men while
in women the drug over-dose.

Among the unsuccessful suicides; stabbing by sharp devices while in women drug-overdosage
wes adopted as well
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7. The most frequently adopted instrument of different suicidal attempts were;
house-hold wrapper (26.3%) in cases of hanging, knives (31.8%) in cases of stabbing, and
drugs.
8. The suicidal attempts have occurred most frequently at dawn through early morning(2-
6A.M.) (34.8%).
Among the successful suicides;most frequent time of occurrence on week-days were
revealed to be dawn, while on holidays the occurence were in the evening as well
Among the unsuccessful; the most frequent time of occurrence was the day hours whileon
holidays at dawn.
9. Suicidal attempts within the hospital ward were first noticed by nurses most frequently
(42.2%).
10. Manifestations such as restlessness, depression, self-depreciation were revealed to be
the most frequent pre-suicidal attempt behavior characteristics.
11. Among the successful suicides;menifestations of physical damage were found on the neck
while among unsuccessful attempts, the damages were found on extremimities.
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