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Manufacturing Industry and Its Areal Structure in Korea

Summary:

The substantial industrialization of Korea was
accomplished in the 1960’s through the govern-
ment’s first and second 5-year development
plannings. That was intended to confirm the
national economic independence and also make a
balanced development of secondary industry to
the dominant first and tertiary industries.

The writer, in this respect, intended to clarify
the regionality of manufacturing by their areal
delimitation through the analysis of general
character of manufacturing industry.

Geographically, the way of approach is naturally
related to the available manufaturing data. On
this topic, there were few studies in Korea based
on the number of workers so far. Here are
chosen more significant categories of both gross
output and added value based on the Ku(prec-
inct), Shi(eity), and Gun (county) units from
the original census materials that were reported
at the metropolitan or provincial level as of
1970.

The reliability of the census data seemed to be
over figured in Chungnam, Chungbuk provinces
and that of some counties is doubtful. (Table 1)

In delimiting the manufacturing area the
category was chosen of the combined total gross
output and added value in each unit, because of
the minimization of mistakes in census processing.
The manufacturing areas are defined by the
criteria of more output than average unit area,
more than average production per worker and

more rate of worker than inhabitants as chosen
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in the advanced countries.

Thus the eminent manufacturing areas are
delimited as Seoul metropolitan area, Busan
centered coastal area, Daegu-Pohang area, Dae-
jeon-Cheongju area and Jeonju-Gunsan area(Fig.2
note; the square of each unit area does not coincide
with its amount of output) (Table 8). These areas
are producing 86% of the national total, located
along with the Seoul-Busan developed axes since
the Japanese days. The semimanufacturing areas
that can not satisfied of all three criteria above
mentioned, are Gwangju-Mokpo, Ryosu-Suncheon,
and Taebak rawmaterial oriented area which are
located along the Honam railway and extended
to the Taebak mountainous resource area. Thus
the main manufacturing areas and semi-minufac-
turing areas are marked by the letter X which
is centered in Daejeon-Cheongju area.

The weight and characteristics of manufactur-
ing areas are noted on Table 8. There will be
some arguments on:

1) The minimum area unit like Ryosu-Suncheon
area, which will be considered a large devel-
opment area including Gwangyang estate by the
government’s national physical planning;

2) The integration of non-contagious districts
like Daegu-Pohang and Gwangju-Mokpo districts,
which are considered the functional integration
of central city with her gateway port city

3) The names of the manufacturing areas are
chosen from the names of the central cities in
the order of her size.

The manufacturing industries in Korea have
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developed mainly in consumer goods production
with the size of cities especially in the metropo-
litan area where are increased relatively more in
manufacturing than in the concentration of the
population (Table 6).

The Seoul metropolitan manufacturing area
has regionally specialized in the character and
kinds of manufacturing by centralized decentraliza-
tion in the concentric zone subdivided C.B.D.,
residential area, Yondungpo-Ku, sattelite cities
and suburbanized areas especially in the southern
part.

And some specialized and sporadic manufactur-
ing industries are developed as oil refinery and
wood product industries in the coastal area,
tobacco industry located in the rural centered
Daegu, Daejeon and Jeonju cities and also raw
material oriented manufacturing in mineral res-
ources area.

The modern manufacturing plants was located
in the outskirts of the inland larger cities or
their gateway port cities by the Economic Planning
in the 1960’s. These new large plants which
are located beyond the municipality area and are
producing the same gross output as the mother
city like tobacco production in Sintanjin, or
sometimes more than mother cities like Ryocheon
oil refinery. On the other hand, new industrial
estates are independently or dispersedly built as
in Ulsan, Masan, Ryosu (Gumi) city which
have better geographical sites. And also new raw
materials oriented industrial area forming like

the Taebak area which are an entirely new pheno-

mena in the course of the industrializing process
in Korea.

Thus, now is the time that the manufacturing
in Korea is at a turning point in its composition
and its areal structure.

It seems to the writer that the delimitation and
analysis of manufacturing areas in Korea is of
little significance because those areas or districts
are in the process of vapid trans formation with
exception of the Seoul metropolitan manufacturing
area and the Busan centered coastal manufacturing
district in terms of advanced country level.

The implication of this study will be that the
Seoul metropolitan consumer goods oriented
manufacturing area is too large compared with

other samll scale, low productivity, and
scattered manufacturing districts. Therefore it is
necessary to diffuse and decentralize the huge
Seoul metropolitan manufacturing agglomeration,
so that the other simple and little manufacturing
districts like Daegu, Daejeon, Jeonju and Gwangju
districts are able to be developed and enforced
for the need of goods to supply for the large
population in the hinterlands, consequently pro-
Also,

contribute to check the huge influx of population

ducing jobs in those areas. that may
to the Seoul metropolitan agglomeration for the
balanced national development.

Finallly, the writer wishes to note that further
study of manufacturing in significant relation to
the rank-size of cities and their growth of popula-
tion will be needed and presented in the near

future.



