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Seasonal Variation of Oxyanthraquinones
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Seoul, Korea

The rhizomes of Polygonum cuspidatum, P. sachalinense and P. ellipticum which grow in
Korea and which can be used for medicinal purpose were collected monthly from April to
October and were analyzed for the contents of the free and combined derivatives of
oxyanthraquinones. On the basis of the total oxyanthraquinone contents, the suitable
month for collecting the rhizome of the former can be April or May, since it contained
0.46% in May and 0.05% in August. The rhizomes of the latter two species should be
collected in June or July, since they contained 0.72~3% in July and 0.31~2% in April.
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Fig. 3. Seasonal variation of oxyanthraqusinones of
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iFig. 4. Seasonal variation of oxyanthraquiuoues of
Polggonum ellipticum Mico(Rhizomes).
Solid line: Toial oxyanthraquinone
Dashed line: Free oxyanthraguiinone
Dotted line: Combined oxyanthraquinone
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