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Pharmacognostical Studies on “Ho-Jang” (1)

Original Plants of Korean “Ho-Jang”

Hyung-Joon Car

Natural Products Research Institute, Seoul National University

Seoul, Korea

Polygonum cuspidatum Siks. et Zucc. (“Ho-Jang”), P. sachalinense Fr. Scam. (“Wang Ho-Jang”)
and P. ellipticum Mico (“Dung Geun Ib Ho-Jang”) are the three species growing in Korea. Their

rhizomes can be classified into two types: horizontal rhizome type (“Ho-Jang”) and erect type
(“Wang Ho-Jang” and “Dung Geun Ib Ho-Jang”). The most of “Ho-Jang” on Korean markets are
the rhizome of “Wang Ho-Jang” and only limited quantity of the rhizome of “Ho-Jang” is used.

“Dung Geun Ib Ho-Jang” is a species transplanted from the China continent and is not collected

for medicinal use. It is’suggested that the name “Ho-Jang Geun” (Reynoutrice Radiz)

should be

corrected to “Ho-Jang” (Reynoutriae Rhizoma=Polygoni Rhizoma).
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Fig. 1. Sketch of the leaves and stem of Polygonum
cuspidatum SieB. et Zucc.
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Fig.2. Sketch of the rhizomes of Polygonum
cuspidatum SiEB. et Zucc.
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iFig. 3. Sketch of the leaves and stem of Polygonum
sachalinense Fr. Scum. k

Fig.4. Sketch of the rhizomes of Polygonum
ScHEM.
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Fig.5. Sketch of the leaves and stem of Polygonum
ellipticum Mico
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Fig.6. Sketch of the rhizomes of Polygonum
ellipticum Mico
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