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—Abstract—

A study on Duration of Treatment and Its Outcome by Characteracterstics of
Tuberculosis Patients Registered at the Health Center

Kwang Tae Kim, M.D,
Public Health Section, Gyoengsang Buk Do

(Directed by Prof, Sung Kwan Lee)

It is well known fact that many tuberculosis patients have ofteh experienced interuption of treat-
ment while their treatment. Because most of cases were inproved subjective symptome by adequate
treatment for 3-6 months and patients misunderstood to be heal completely by their own dicision, It
become the cause of emergency of drug resistance and chronic incurable diseases.

The author intended to clarify the duration of treatment and its outcome by some characteristics
of tuberculosis patients.

The results obtained were as follows: .

1. The rate of treatment for tuberculosis patients by each duration with 1-6,7-12, 13-18, 19-24
and 25 or more months were 16, 23,20, 14 and 25 percents respectively. The duration of treatment
increased in patients with advancing age, better educated and registered at health center between
7-12 months after diagnosis for tuberculosis,

2. The rate of complete treatment, defaulters, death and migration were 43,13,8, and 10 percents
respectively. . ‘

The rate of complete treatment were high in older, better educated and registered at health center
between 7-12 months after diagnosis.

The rate of defaulters were high in younger, no educated and registered within 1 month after
diagnosis.

The rate of death was high in older and migration was high in younger.
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Table 1. Age Distribution of Patients by Sex

Sex Male Female Total
Wed 1,492 874 2,366
Age (100. 0) (100. 0) (100. 0)

Under 19 7.2% 9.2% 7.9%
- 20—29 15.6 15.2 15.5
30—39 18.5 22.3 19.9
40—49 18.9 15.4 17.6
50—59 21.3 18.6 20.3
60— 17.6 18.9 18.1
Unknown 0.8 0.3 0.6

Table 2. Edubational Background of Patients by

Sex
Sex Male Female Total
No. tested ; 1o 874 2,366
Education (100.0) (100. 0). (100. 0)
1lliteacy 46.7% 65.8% 53.8% °
Primary school 39.6 30.1 36. 1
Middle scho 1  11.2 36 8. 4
High school 2.5 0.5 1.7
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Table 8. Period between Diagnosis and Registration at Health Center

Time of registration after diagnosis (month)

Sex No. tested Fran
Immediately W“ihm 2—6 7—12 13—I18 19—24 zn‘:’ o(r)el; Unknown
Male 1, 492(100. 0%) 67.0 21.5 8.2 2.0 0.7 0.2 0.4 0.2
Female 874(100.0%) 48.2 6.6 14.2 13.0 4.5 4.1 8.6 0.7
Total  2,377(100. 0%) 60. 0 16.0 10.4 6.1 2.1 1.6 3.3 0.4
Table 4. Extension of Lesion by Age and Sex
Sex Male Female
g%ip No. tested Minimal M. A. F.A. Unknown Number Minimal M.A. FA, Unknown
1,492 396 667 34 95 874 233 349 220 72
(100. 0%) 26.5 4.7 22.4 6.4 (100. 0% 26.7 39.9 25.2 8.2
Under 19 108 43.5  40.7 11.1 4.6 80 45.0 28.8 25.0 1.2
(100. 0%)
20—29 233 45.3  42.2 13.4 3.6 133 26.3 41.4  27.8 4.5
(100. 0%)
30—39 276 29.3 48.3 8.9 4.0 195 33.8 3.9 23.6 6.7
(100. 0%)
40—49 282 20.9 43.6 28.0 7.5 135 23.7 59.0 21.4 5.2
(100.0%)
50—59 318 "19.2  46.0 29.2 5.7 163 22.7 38.6 30.0 8.6
(100. 0%) '
60— 263 16.3 47.2 25.4 11.0 165 15.7 43.0 23.0 18.2
(199.0%)
Unknown 12 33.3 25.0 16.6 25.0 3 33.3 - 33.3 33.3
(100.0%)
Table 5. Duration of Treatment by Sex
Sex No. tested gvg}(;innths 7—12 13—18 19—24 25 or more Unknow
Male No. 1,492 241 340 304 198 379 30
% 100.0 16.2 22.8 20.4 13.3 25.4 2.0
Female No. 874 140 204 176 130 200 24
% 100.0 16.0 23.3 20.1 14.9 22.9 2.7
Total No. 2, 366 381 544 480 328 579 54
% 100. 0 16.1 23.0 20.3 13.9 24.5 2.3
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Table 10. Outcome of Treatment (Reasons for Discharge) by Educational Background of Patients

Treatment

Education No. tested completed Defaulted Died Move out Others Unkown
2,366 1,012 295 185 234 218 422
(100.0%) 42.8 12.5 7.8 9.9 9.2 17.8
Hliteracy 1,272
(100.0%) 32.8 15.2 8.5 10.5 9.8 23.1
Primary school 854
(100.0%) 51.4 9.7 7.1 9.6 9.0 13.5
Middle school 199
(100.0%) 63.8 7.0 7.0 8.0 7.0 7.0
High school 41
(100.0%) 70.7 9.8 4.9 4.9 4.9 4.9
Table 11. Outcome of Treatment by Period from Diagnosis to Registration
Period o fested Treatment  poriulted  Died  Move out Oth Unk
(months) . O completed ou ers nkown
2, 366 1,012 295 185 234 218 422
(100.0%) 42.8 12.5 7.8 9.9 9.2 17.8
Immediately 1, 420
(100.0%) 40.5 13.1 8.3 10.7 10.0 17.3
Within 378
1 (100.0%) 45.5 11.9 9.5 10.1 6.3 16.7
2—6 246
(100.0%) 45.5 12.6 6.1 8.9 7.7 19.1
7—12 144
(100.0%) 51.4 7.6 5.6 9.0 11.1 16.0
13—18 50
(100.0%) 44.8 16.0 — 4.0 10.0 26.0
19—24 39
(100.0%) 46.2 10.2 5.1 5.1 10.2 23.1
25— 79
- (100.0%) 43.0 12.7 7.0 3.8 10.1 22.8
Unkown 10
(100.0%) 50.0 _ — 20.0 — 30.0
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