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Study on Changes of Attitude toward Ideal Number of Children and Value
System for Children

Young Bong Kim
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Department of Preventive Medicine and Public Health, School of Medicine, Kyungpook Univercity
(Director: Prof. Sung Kwan Lee)

This study is intended to comparison of the recent ideal number of children and atrial approach for
analyzing value system for children that form attitude affecting birth control with earlier study
conducted 10 years ago.

In general the traditional fertility pattern of Korea may be considered as “early marriage and high
fertility” backed by the confucian value system of a farming-oriented country. A selective attitude
favoring sons contributes substantially to fertility.

But Korea is now moving toward a late marriage and fertility pattern. This has been due to the
repid introduction of western culture and a partial acceptance of western value systems, a relative
weakening of traditional value systems, a gradual increase in infant and child servival rates throgh
medicines, and a desire to avoid having too many children because of economic poverty.

This study showed following results:

Ideal number of sons and daughters in urban area was decreased by 0.2 respectively compared to
earlier study.

In rural area, the number of decrease of sons and daughters was 0.5 and 0.2 respectively.

The conception concerning Happiness has changed to wealth from health in previous opinion.

Regarding attitude toward having sons, 98 percent of them wanted to have sons positively, moreover
10 percent of them wanted two or more sons. Regarding reasons for the wanting sons, we see that
economic and traditional considerations, such as dependance in old age, and inheritance of the family
line, are a principle concern of about 56 percent in both areas. The rate of dependence in old age
was decreased conspicuously compare to previous study while the rate of helding rituals was increased
remarkably in rural area. '

Among reasons for limiting family size, “for better living and for better education for their children
were main rasons reted 46 percent in urban, 51 percent in rural areas. The rates were not changed

compare to previous study.
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Regarding attitude of those who have no son or children, the rate 'of re-marriage with second wife

was decreased remarkably in rural area and the rate of living without special behaivor for having son

was increased compare to previous study.
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