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—Abstract—
A Study on Out-migration of Rural People
Kee-Sung Paek, M.D.

Department of Preventive Medicine and Public Health
School of Medicine, Kyungpook National University

(Directed by: Prof. Sung Kwan Lee)

The rapid economic development of Korea since 1960 has also brought a rapid urbanization process,
and recently many rural areas have begun to show actual depopulation, in which particularly the
young, productive and high educated groups are leaving for cities.

More than 70% of migrators go to large cities such as Seoul, Pusan and Taegu. Their main motives,
for migration are to seek a job in urban areas.

The study showed following results; The rate of migration a year was 1% of total population..

Regarding the age of migrators belong to between 10-39 years old, especially migrator aged 10-29 years:
are comprised 87%.

The educational level of migrators was a little higher than that of the residents.

Considering the sibling order of migrators, the traditional value system for first son seemed to-
change.

Concerning the place of destination, more than 70% of migrators moved to large cities such as Seoul,
Pusan and Taegu.

The main motivation of migration was to seek a job in urban areas.

The occupation at the place of destination were factory workers, employee at company, students,
salesmen, farmers and public officials in that order.
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Table 1. Age Distribution of Migrators and Residents

Sex Total Year
number under 9 10—19  20—29  30—39 40 or more
Male Migrators 179 1.7% 41.0% 41.0% 15.0% 1.1
Residents 3177 22.1% 28.6% 16.1% 10. 4% 22.7
Female Migrators 160 3.1% 59.0% 42.0% 5.0% 0.6
Residents 2974 20.0% 27.2% 13.0% 11. 4% 28.1
Both Migrators 339 2.4% 45.1% 41.5% 10.2% 0.9
Residents 6151 21-1% 28.0% 14.6% 10.9 25.3
Table 2. Educational background of migrators and residents
Total Educational level
Sex number Primary Middle High College Nliteracy
) Preschooling  school school school
Male Migrators 179 1.1% 46.9 24.6 19.5 6.7 1.1
Residents 3177 4.0% 45.0 2229 8.5 2.2 15.6
Female Migrators 160 3.1% 64.3 18.7 8.7 0.6. 4.3
Residents 2974 3.5% 50.1 14.0 3.5 0.3 28.5
Both Migrators 339 2.1% 55.1 21.7 14.7 3.8 2.7
Residents 6151 3.8% 47.5 18.8 6.9 1.2 21.8
Table 8. Order of siblings of migrator -
Sex Total number Order
st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th
Male 179 55.3% 29.6 11.2 2.8 1.1
Female 160 60.5% 26.9 8.1 3.1 1.2
Both 339 58.1% 28.3 9.6 2.9 1.1
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Table 4. Place of destination

Total Plage _ .

Sex number Seoul Pusan Taegu (c)ii}il:sr :?;'I? gsan é)otulgetri es Unknown
Male 179 12.8% 13.4 45.7 6.1 15.0 5.0 1.1
Female 160 11.2% 17.5 40.6 3.8 20.6 2.5 3.8
Both 339 12.1% 15.3 43.5 5.0 17.7 4.1 2.4

Table 5. Place of destination by age of migrators
Total Place
Years number Large ciues Other cities Rural areas Unknown
M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F.
Under 9 3 5 2 2 1 2
10—-19 73 79 58 61 3 4 11 13
20—29 72 67 52 45 4 2 14 17 2
30—39 29 8 16 3 4 9 4 1
40 or more 2 1 1 1 1
Table 6. Place of destination by education level
Total Place
Education number Large cities Other cities Rural areas Unknown
M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F.

Preschool 2 5 1 2 1 3 ’

Primary school 84 103 59 77 7 5 15 17 2 5

Middle school 4 30 34 17 1 8 12

High school B 14 2% 9 10 4 1

College 12 1 8 1 2 2

Illiteracy 2 7 2 5 2

Total 179 160 129 111 11 6 36 38 3 5
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Table 7. Occupation of migrators at the place of destination

Total Occupation )
Sex number Agriculture Commerce Factory Public Employee of Student Service Marriage No
] worker official a company occupation
Male 179 7.8% 7.2 19.6 7.2 11.7 9.5 6.7 — 30.3
Female 160 1.9% 3.8 20.0 — 81 6.3 . 81 101 1.7
Both 339 5.0% 5.6 19.8 3.8 10.0 8.0 7-4 4.7 35.7
Table 8 Occupation by age of migrator
Agric. Commerce. Factory Public Employee Student Serv. Marr. No occpation
Age . worker .. .off..  at comp. . .
M. F. M. " F. M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F.
Under o 1 T -2 5
10—19 6 1 2 1 19 21 1 7 5 1w 59 22 32
20—29 5 6 4 12 12 6 9 7 5 64 16 23 24
£0—39 4 2 5 4 5 5 ' ' 6 5
40 or more 1 1 1
Table 9. Occupation by educational level
Agric. Commerce Factory  Public Employee Student  Serv. Marr. No occup.
Education worker off. at comp.
M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. F. F.
Preschool. ‘ - 2 5
Primary school 9 2 4 3 22 26 3 5 6 3 3 7 9 14 29 41
Middle school 2 1 5 1 11 4 8 2 5 4 2 2 4 13
Hrigh school 3 4 2 2 1 5 6 5 10 2 1 5 3
College 2 2 1 2 1
Illiteracy 1 2 4
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