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A Study on the Resettlement Policy for the Hwajeon-Farmers of Illegal
Reclamation in Gangweon-do*!

Kim Tong Soo*?

Eighty percent of Gangweon-Do area is mountain forests, and of all others this province has the
largest number of “Hwajeon-farmers” (who illegally reclaim the mountain forests to do farming as
long as the soil is fertile enough to yield profit, but when it fails, move to other places to repeat
the same forest burning, causing tremendous forest damages).

In 1965 a 7-year plan was mapped out to exterminate this gipsy-farmers only to be suspended
in 1969 to give way to the stronger urge from the national security view-point to first displace
those isolated farmers set in deep mountains.

In the meantime an increased number of the Hwajeon-farmers burned the forests, working new
havoc. To cope with the situation, the provincial government lounched another 4-vear plan in
1973 and has been enforcing the resettlement policy with renewed enthusiasm.

Whether the plan will succeed depends entirely on the authority involved can solve the problems
listed below with regard to the Hwajeon-farmers who are to lose their only means of survival

and move down to the low-lands:

1) Their living must be taken care of until they can have definite means of self-supporting.

2) They must be provided with the opportunity to work in connection with the government-
sponsored labor programs.

3) Not only the public organizations but also the private firms must give them the priority to
get work.

4) The rural revitalization movement must expand the self-help reconstruction projects to absorb
their labor powers.

5) The Hwajeon-farmers themselves must have the spirit of self-help and self-supporting.

6) All the citizens in the province must receive and protect them with brethren love.

7) The function of the watch-posts against the Hwajeon-farmers must be strengthened again.
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