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Horticulture in the Kimhae Plain

—the Characteristics of Horticulture and its Regional Differentiation —

Summary :

The purpose of this study is to analyze the
characteristics of horticulture in the suburbsof
local cities. Attention is also given to the re-
gional differentiation of this type of farming.
In this study Kimhae plain was investigated
from March of 1972 to February of 1973, as a
suburban horticultural region of the city of
Pusan. As the results of the study some char-
acteristics and tendencies of local horticvutural
region were found as follows:

1). Among the suburbs around Pusan, horti-
cultural farms are concentrated excep-
tionally in Kimhae plain. A mild winter, long

duration of sunshine and the flat agricultural
land allow horticulture to be extensively prac-

tised in this area. Moreover, the prosperity of
this activity is due in great to the readjust-
ment of arable land. Therefore the winter veg-
etables hold an important position in the Kim-
hae agrarian-economy.

As the location of horticulture and its cha-
racteristics are strongly affected by environ-
mental factors, horticulture is apt to develop
in a specific area with specialmanagement.

2). A vast amount of vegetables is shipped
to Seoul markets. The development of transpor-
tation facilities makes it possible to move the
products even to cities other than Pusan. In
other words, in accordance with the growth of
the national economy the economic factors
have become more influential even on local hor-

ticulture. Thus, the local horticultural region has

become a tributary area for Seoul as well as
for the local city.

3). From this study it has become known
that there is a tendency to form several secon-

Wookung Huh

dary specified regions in a horticultural area.
We can see four distinctively differentiated
regions in the study area as follows:
a)'. Multible-cropping region, using polyethylene
filmed house and tunnel where tomatoes, celer-
y, head lettuce and chiness cabbage are culti -
vated throughout the year.
b). Multiple-cropping region using tunne! only
where water melons, oriental melons and rad-
dishes are cultivated from early spring to sum-
mer, and chinese cabbage is grown in autumn.
c). Single-cropping region using house only
where only tomatoe is grown. After the har-
vest of tomato, the patches are turned to pad-
dy fields for the rice culture.
d). A region where welsh onions are grown ex-
clusively in the open field throughout the year.
These four regions form a concentric circle-
like pattern. For a close observation of these
regions four sampling villages (Uhbang, Tong -
jun, Gagok and Jindong) were surveyed here.
'In the villages near the periphery, most far-
mers cultivate vegetables ( only one or two
On

the contrary, in the villages close to the na-

kinds), but the acreage per farm is small.

tional road, the ratio of horticultural farmers
to other cropping farmers is low, but a large
amount of land is used for various vegetables.
These facts mean that the distance from the
access point influences the development of hor-
ticulture.
4). There is a tendency for agglomeration be-
cause of the undesirable situation of the present
marketing system, and it can be foreseen that
this tendency will be more prominent in  the
furture.






