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Report for Catholic Hospital Association
Seminar in Taegu—November, 1972,

Effectiveness of Foreign Aid:

It is my pleasure to speak to you here to-
day on what St. Columban’s Hospital has
accomplished with Foroign Aid from its beg-
inning in 1955 until the present time.

At the request of Archbishop Henry who
was then Vicar Apostolic of the Kwangju
Vicariats, St. Columban’s Clinic began in
July 1955, in an attempt to copo with post-
war conditions of malnutrition and disease.
The Archbishop’s Three-storey residence was
converted into the hospital and clinic; hospital
equipment and a few months’ supply of
medicine and other relief goods had already
been shipped by N.C.W.C from the U.S.

Patients came from Mokpo city-which at
that time had a Population of about 100,000
and from all over the Chonnam Province,
and from the many islands off the coast here.
Numbers attending the O.P.D. increased day
by day and fortunately supplies from abro-
ad, i. e. medicines, bandages, milk-foods,
clothing, etc. kept coming apace, thanks to
the good services of N.C.W.C.

As hospital bed space was limited, the
need for another building for the hospitaliz-
ation of T.B. pationts was quickly seen.

This building became a reality in March 19%
6. This new development, like all future
ones until the building of a modern, fully-
equipped, hospital 1n 1968, was supported
completely with Foreign Aid.

From the beginning of the hospital in 1955.

. war-torn. Impeverished patients were treate-

d freeof charge, and this 100% freetreatm-
ent continued until the end of 1960.

From 1961 to 1966, as conditions in the
country improved, and as supplies from a
broad became less frequent, the amount of
charity work decreased to about 50%

The nursing profession was only in its
very early stages of development when we
started medical work in Korea, so it had
always been our ambition to open a nurses’
training school, During the years 1964 to 19
66 while negotiations were being made with
the Ministry of Education, financial assista-
nce was being sought from the Geeman Bis-
hops’ Committee (MISEREOR) and other
Foundations especially in the U.S., Austral-
ia, Austria, England and Ireland. Approval
to open a Nursing School in March 1967 was
granted, and at the same time funds were
obtained for the building and equipping of
a new hospital, as well as for the equipping
of the Nursing School.

Since 1968 the operating of the larger hos-
pital has involved extra expense, and this
has caused another reduction in the amount
of free treatment the hospital can cope with
Furthermore, supplies of relief goods and
financial aid were being directed to oth'r
developing nations in larger quantities. Since
1968 the amount of free treatment done in
the hospital averages arouns 30%

Statistics show an annual decrease, since
1966, of more than one thousand patients, in
our patient numbers. The fact that so many




private clinics hatve opened in the city may
account partly for this, as well as the fact
-that many patients are better
ally than before and can

off economic-
afferd the extra
costs. Unfortunately, however, there is still
much poverty in the city and the surroundi-
ng area served by the hospital. Even though
the province of Cholla Nam has made some
progress in economic development, it is sad
to see that the gap between the rich and the
poor has actually widened.

The per capita

income of the lower class, ‘although somew-
hat increased, has not kept pace with the
ever-increasing costs of living. Thus, they
are not merely economically poor, they are
also poor and sometimes miserable in health.
To reach out to such people we still need
aid from abroad. When

desirable method of Foreign Aid in the futu-

speaking aout the

re, I will mention what our plans for these
poor people are.-

Need for Foreign Aid:

Just as every hospital in the Western wo-
rld needs financial or material - assistance in
order to operate efficiently, so every Charity
hospital in Korea needs such help. Otherwi-
se, in order to make ends meet, we would
have to become mere “businesses.” Many
hospitals have Auxilliary Guilds, or National
Health Insurance, or Hospital Sweepstakes,
etc., to help them. What such organizations
or Guilds do for hospitals in the western
world, Foreingn Aid supplies for us here.
We appreciate the wonderful help and coop-
eration thus gained and trust it will contin
ue.

Patients’ need: Hospitalization fees are a
very big drain on a family budget. Very few
employers in the country offer any kind of
social security to their staff.

Since the Catholic Church first came to
Korea, poverty hunger, ill-health and other
economic problems of the people have been
the problems of the Catholic Church and she
has been trying to do her best for the socio
-economic betterment of the pedple. Since
the Encyclicals, Mater et Magistra, Gaudium
et Spes and Populorum Popgressio, there is
no doubt that the role of Church-related hos-
pitals does include taking an active part in
socio—economic development—especially the
health and welfare of the poorer class.

Populorum Progressio, norm 14, states:

“Development cannot be limited to mere

economicgrowth. In order to be authentic

it must be complete, integrated, i, e, it
has to promote the development of cvery
man and of the whole man.”

To continue our role as fully as we still
need financial and material support from
abroad. For this reason we recommend that
the Catholic Hospital Association approach
the Ministry of Health and Social Affairs
and request them to lift the ban on milk-
foods, flour, etc., and to relax regulations
regarding the import of sample medicines,
spare parts for equipment, etc. Even Korean
Doctors are not happy to use some of the
medical products(Korean). Many drugs, such
as Diphteria anti-toxin are available only in
very small supplies.

On our part we need clear and cencrete
thinking and acting to make the best possib-
le use of donations, both of money and of

material things.

Current Administrative Problems in
the Hospital

Facilities: ‘With regard to facilities, we will
probably never see the time when we will



have everything just as we need it. Though
we have fairly modern facilities and good
equipment, we try to keep improving. This
year we budgeted for more equipment for
the path. laboratory and for incubators for
the nursery. We can already foresee that
next year we will have to budget for a more
modern anaesthetic machine, and for Blood-
bank equipment, and instruments for ortho-
paedic surgery.

Staff: We have difficulty in keeping up
Professional staff. Chonnam University Hos-
pital, Kwangju, has been most cooperative
in rotating surgical residents, and sometimes
resident anaesthetists, but they cannot sup-
ply residents from any other department.
We have been trying to find a pediatrcian to
take the place of a Sisterdocter while she is
doing post-graduate study, but failed to do
so. We should like to-open an ENT depatm-
ent but cannot find-a Doctor willing to come
to Mokpo. We would appréciate it is the
Catholic Hospital Association could help us
to solve these staff problems. Perhaps some
of the member-hospitald help us for a couph;
of years by retating residents.

It looks as if keeping up a sufficient - of
graduate nurses will always be a problem if
the emigration lawa are not renewed.

Budget: This willever be the greatest pro-
blem of any non-profit hospital. I cannot
imagine how we would operate along the
same lince as at present if aid from abroad
were not available.

Clearly;defined rules regarding the taxation
of non-profit hospitals would be a great help.

Desirable method of Foreign Aid in
the future

All our plans for future development dep-

end largely on help from abroad. We stil}
need donated medicines, milk foods, banda-
ges, equpmert, as funds to supplement our
budget, so that we can

i) continue to take care of the lepers at

the Hyn Ae Won colony(near Naju city)

ii) hospitalize, and do medical and surgical

treatment of the very poor patients who
come to us: '
iii) implement a community health care pr-
oject, hospital-based.” This will consist
of:
Health education,
instruction on family planing(according
to Dr. Billings’s evulation method),
Preventive medicine; e.g. anto-natal
care, polio vaccines, etc. ’
~The latter would be a great benefit to the
community: whereas, -at the -present time
patients, such as maternity.  cases who -have
not had any ante-natal care, -and polio victi-
ms who need re-constructive surgery, and
the like, are a great drain on our finances.

Scholarships - for the training of nurses,
and medical technicians would be a great
help. ,

We anticipate that we will need foreign
aid for at least another ten vyears until we
have a more healthy, and hopefully, a mere
productive community.- '

We hope for cooperation from organizatio-
ns likew WHO and ~UNESCO, and for . the
continued support of Catholic, Relief Servic-
es, CORSO, OXFAM, and other groups ard
private venefactors, until such time the Ker-
ean Goverment is able to allot more of the
annual budget to health care projects.

Thank you.
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