FACTS ABOUT NURSING EDUCATION IN KOREA
NURSING EDUCATION REPORT—1971 (CONT’D)

Patricia- A. Conroy

PARTS III and IV: ANALYSIS OF PRESENT STATUS,
IMPLACATIONS AND TRENDS

The following article is intended to present an analysis and discussion .
of the facts presented in PARTI of this Report. The Korean Nurse Vol.
10 No. 3, Jure 25, 1971, pp. 10—17).

D. Curriculum in Nursing Education
Programs ‘

The listing of courses included in the
curriculum in the three types of basic nursing
-programs is given in Figure D-1. In Figure
D-2 the percentage distribution of the three
«components of the curriculum is calculated,
in order to permit comparison among pro-
grams. Under the category of General Education,
«courses which are intended for the develop-
ment of the individual as a person and a
citizen are included. The category ol Sup-
porting Sciences includes courses in the physical,
-biological, social and applied sciences which
from the [oundation for nursing theory. The
Professional Education category is subdivided
into those courses which are basic to prof-
fessional practice, such as social land philo-
sophical foundations of nursing and technical
and functional foundations, and those courses
which present specific nursing and medical
theory for practice. Most of the programs
studied do not divide the curriculum in this
way, and wide variety exists in classifying
courses in the broad areas of General and

Professional Education.

1. Total Curriculum

The distribution of courses in the thres
types of programs reveals some differences
among these programs. Colleges offer a
stronger base in General Education and
Supporting Sciences. The percentage of
Professional Education in college programs
is high (419,), since the content included in
this area differs litile [rom that which is given
in the other types of programs.

Genceral Education content is lowest in the
Junior College programs, perhaps due to the
[act that these programs are usually based in
hospitals with no university affiliation, making
it difficult to secure faculty in non-medical
areas. Science courses are comparable in
percentage to the colleges, but tend to focus
on the biclogical and medical sciences,
depending upon the availability of faculty.
The high percentage of Professional content
(519%,) reflects the occupational and technical
orientation of these programs as well as the
traditional pature of the. curriculum.

The curriculum .of the Technical High

Schools is intended to provide general educa-
P g
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tion required for high school students as well
ag technical preparation for an occupation,
Consequently,they offer a higher percentage
of general education than do the Junior Col-
leges. Inclusion of the 319% Nursing and
Medical content necessitates a minimum of
science foundation in order to complete the
program in the three years prescribed. The
technical orientation of these schools requires
a greater proportion of time -in clinical
practice. Since facilities are limited this
results in less varied, more repitious practical

experience.
2. General Education

Under the General Education component,
all programs offer Korean language, English
and Physical Education. Great variation exists
in the amount of time and content of the
language courses. The college programs also
-offer German and History of Culture. Differ-
ences are apparent in the selection of courses
-within the schools in each type of program.
In Figure D-1 the courses listed have a lotal
hour range from none (O) to 196, indicating
that though some schools do not include a
Clertain course, others devote a large propor-
tion of the total hours to it. This might be due
Lo a number of factors. For example, one such
course s Religion, the inclusion of which is
.dependent on the religious affiliation of the
.school. Others, such as mathematics, home
economics, philosophy, might depend on the
availability of faculty or the specific interests
-of the principal or faculty. -

3. Supporting Sciences

As mentioned above, the most complete
listing of science content is given in the
collcgiate programs. These include biological,
physical and social sciences in each of the

programs studied, Those most frequenily

given in the junior college and high school
programs are Anatomy/Physiology, Nutrition
and Pharmacology. Only one high school
offers Pscychology or Socieology, and some
Junior colleges offer no Psychology. In both
colleges and junior colleges an average of 123
hours is devoted o Education theory, so that
graduates may qualify for certification as
school nurses. Leadership and communication
theory is included in most of the college po-

grams.

4. Professional Education

Alythough a few programs in each type of

" School still offer a [ragmented curriculum with

many individual subjects, evidence of in-
tegration can be seen in some areas. Many
programs combine the content listed under
“A” (Foundations of Nursing) in Figure D-1
Into two courses entitled “Nursing Sociology™
and “Nursing Fundamentals”. The persistence
of such courses as “Operating Room Techni-
que”, “Nursing Administration” and
“Nursing Ethics”, illustrates the fact that in
some schools little change has taken place in
the past 25 years. The content offered in the
Professional component is essentially the same
in all programs, and most organize the con-
tent in the same order.

In the Professional Component listed under
“B”, Medical and Nursing Theory, integra~
tion can be scen cliefly in the combination
ol courses such as Opthmalogy, Dermatology,
Anesthesié, Dentisiry, elc., into one course
entitled “Medical-Surgical Nursing”. The
individual courses in the medical specialties
still exist in a number of schools. In only one
college program do we see cvidence of an
underlying rationale or philosophy of or-
ganization. This school offers a course in
Nursing of Adults, and one in Maternal-Child
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Nursing, but retains the more traditional
courses in Public Health and Psychiatrié
Nursing. College programs given more time
to Public Health than do the other types of
programs,. perhaps due to the number of
faculty with Masters in this area. All three
types of schools devote a larger proportion of
time to Obstetrics/Gynecology than 1o other
medical specialties. This may be due to the
influence in the past when nurses were also

certified as midwives.

5. Summary

In examining the curricula of schools of
nursing, the greatest difference is seen in the
proportion of time given to General Education
arid Supporting Science content. Collegiate
programs seem to offer a broader and deeper
foundation in these components. Wide
variation Is observed among schools in these
two components, reflecting the lack of

standardization and of philosophical basis
for organization of the curriculum. Most of
. the courses being given in these components
are those which have been traditicnally in-
cluded during the past 25 years, or which
have been specifically prescribed by the
-Ministry of Education.

Professional Education courses given in all
types of programs are very similar, despite the
fact that these programs range from Technical
High School to College. Traditional courses
from the medical specialties predominate,
with little evidence of an underlying philo-
soph’y of nursing which would lead to creative
or innovative integration of theory. This may
be partly due to the fact that all graduates
from these programs qualify for the same
natjonal examination; as will be seen in the
next section of this study.

F. National Licensure Examination

The first

nursing licensure was administered in 1962,

compulsory examination [or

Candidates for licensure are categorized ag
in Figure E-I, including college, junior
college and technical high school graduates,
foreign nurses working in Korea,

In the first genera] examination in 1962,
the most successiul candiates were those who
graduated from College, Junior College or
foreign programs. Technical School graduates.
nurses did poorly at that time. By 1966 the
performance of the High School graduates
had improved, and little difference is seen
among successful candidates on the basis of
type of basic program. This may have been
due to improvement in the High School
programs, or to the fact that students had been
drilled in the content tested during the
previous 3 years. By 1968 the Examination
showed little discrimination among those
tested, except in the practical nurse group.
In 1970 statistics were not available lor
comparison. The 1971 Examination resulted
in a majority of foreign nurses [ailing, since
translation into English was prohibited.
College graduates did considerably better than
graduates of the other two programs. No
figures were available for candidates who did
not graduate from a formal nursing prograin.

Licensure for nursing in any society is
intended to protect the public by assuring
that practitioners possess a minimum of
knowledge for safe practice. If this knowledge
can he attained in a three year High School
program it raises several questions. What kind
of knowledge is being tested? If emorization
of technical information is the criterion lor
safe nursing practice in this society, and the

role of the nurse is seen as technical assistant
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in medical practice, then perhaps education
in Technical High School programs is ap-
propriate. If, on the other hand, independent
judgment of a professional nature, fequiring
application of principles to individual situa-
tions in a variety of settings is the criterion,
then the examination should test for this
ability., The latter would seem to be more
apprbpriatc for evaluating professional

competence of college graduates. In any case,
it would seem that we need to clarify the level
of practice which we believe is appropriate to
nursing, and then devise evaluation procedures
capable of discriminating between the techni-
cal and professional compnents of this practice.
The results of this evaluation could be used to
help us to identify weak areas in the cuar-
riculum and to improve the guality of educa-
tion in our schools. At the present time a
differential report of results in each of the
specialty areas tested is nmot available. Such
information could be very helpful in our
efforts to strengthen the curriculum in the

various programs,
I Conclusions

From the data presented above, the
following conclusions may be drawn:

1. Admissions to basic programs in nursing
have doubled in the past 5 years, follow-
ing the 1966 Nurse Manpower Study by
the Ministry of Health. During this
period large. scale expansion of clinical
facifides in Seoul, lack of development of
Health Care facilitics in the provinces,

and unprecedented emigration of nurses,

has resulted in an uneven distribution of
manpower and educational facilities in
the Republic.

2. Graduare educaiion for nursing leadership
has not beern =zdeguate to meet the

(4

demands for faculty, supervision and
research personnel necessary for qualita-
tive improvement in basic nursing pro-
grams. Limited enrollment and poor
utilization of faculty in several over-lapp-
ing programs hinder progress in graduate
education.

Faculty qualifications in all types of pro-
grams are limited, with little emphasis
given to professional preparation [or
teaching. The best prepared teachers
are concentrated in the colleges, and the
least prepared teachers in the Technical
High Schools. The majority of teachers
have earned a B.S. degree, and begin
their teaching with little formal education
or supervision in the practice of teaching.
Contihuing education opportunities are
minimal for those teaching outside of
Seoul, and for those graduated from the
Junior College programs.

An increase in graduates from coliege
programs in the past 5 years promises to
continue, while the increase in Technical
School graduates is predicted to decline
The graduates from Junior College pro-
grams comprise the largest percentage of
nurses, and this number is steadily increas-
ing. Professional Schools are beginning to
emerge and may eventually replace the
Junior College and High School programs.
The georgaphic distribution of basic nurs-
ing programs is heavily concentreated in
Seoul, and expansion into other parts of
the country is umeven and dispropor-
ticnate.

Curricula in basic nursing programs at
the three levels of College, Junior College
and Technical High Schoel differ chiefly
in the General Education and Supporiing
Sience components ‘of the. curriculom.
Wide variation exists in the amount of



time given to these areas. The Prolessional
Fducation component shows little diffe-
rence in courses offered in the three types
ol programs, although public Health seems
to be siressed more in the colleges.

Summary.

The foregoing data points out the need for
professional nursing educators to take in-
itiative n controlling the direction of change
in nursing education. Development in the past
5 years scems to have teken place in the
absence of long-range planning, with ltile
evidence of cooperation and leadership among
professional nurses. For such planning a

thorough study of nursing manpower supply.
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and demand is essential, in cooperation with
the Government agencies. Realistic goals for
preparation of nurses for leadership, teaching
and stafl positions must be set up, and a system
of nursing education designed to facilitiate
the attainment of these goals. Coordinated
planning on the National level, providing fer
the needs of the entire country, would do much
to eflect change in the direction of nursing
education and practice for the future,

The data presented in this study gives those
of us in nursing education a great deal to think
about. It is hoped that such thought will
stimulate more positive action and leadership
in the field of nursing education during the
coming five year period.
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Rart III-Nursing Education in Korea Analysis of Present Status
Part IV-Nursing Education in Korea: Implications and Future Trends

The following article is intended to present an analysis and discussion of the facis presenteq
in PART I of this Report. (The Korean Nurse Vol.10 No.3, June 25, 1971,. pp.10-17
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Summary
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