THE ANA’S DEFINITION OF
NURSING PRACTICE

The practice of professional nursing means the
performance for compensation of-any act in the
phservation, care, and counsel of the ill, injured,
or infir, or in the maintenance of health or pre-
vention of illness of others, or in the supervision
and teachnig of other personnel, or the adminis-
tration of medications and treatments as prescribed
by a licensed physician or dentist ; requiring su-
bstantial specialized judgment and applicaﬁom of
the principles of biological, physical, and social
science. The foregoing shall not be deemed to
inclucle acts of diagnosis or prescription of the-

rapeutics or corrective measures.

WHAT MAKES A NURSE
PROFESSIONAL ?

1. Her standards of performance and personal
achievement are high Integrity in nursing
practice is very important to her.

2, Sbe seeks constantly to improve her technical

and interpersonal skills through study and

O

research.

3. She uses Sound judgment and discretion in
dealing with patients and their families.

4. She is interested in the whole patieni, his
family. and his community.

5. Shr; is able to deal competently with crisis
situations,

6. She puts what is good for professional service

" to patients abead of self-interests.

7. She coordinates and evaluates nursing services
in cooperation with members of other health
services.

8. She is not overly concerned with the material-
istic aspects of nursing.

9, She expects to find satisfaction and spiritual
value in her work.

10. She feels fesponsible for the status of nursing
and tries to advance-never retard-it.

11. She has inner resources to which she can turn
for renewal of faith and courage. when she
is weary and discouraged.

12. She is proud of her profession and considers
it om a far with medicine, law, or any other
vacation practiced for compensation and which,
at the same time, contributes in its own unique

way to the welfare ol humanity.

Cordelia W. Kelly, R.N,, BS. .
“Dimensions of Nursing” 1963 The Macmillan Co. p.
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