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Foundations in Educational Structure
—Nursing Education in the Structure of
the Ministry of Education—

Dr. P. Conroy
Education committee Chairman
K. N. A

For the past few days we have been considering the basic questions which we must ask
when we plan curriculm for any service profession
1. What do we believe about the definition of our professional service, and about
education for this service?

2. What are the needs of the people of our society, and what role must we play in
meeting these needs?

_"What are the psychological needs of the people we serve, the students we teach, and
ourselves as teachers?

Today we will look at the placement of nursing education in the total structure of
educalion in Korea. I am assuming that we believe that all types of education must be
integral parts of the total system of education in any society. There are some very
.sound reasons for this, of which I will but mention a few—

1. To assure the primacy of educational objectives rather than service objectives.

2. To assure professional representation in policy making and curriculum planning for
the schools.

3. To assure recoonition of education for nursing along with that for other professions.
4, To assure that standards for both general and professional education are met.

5. To assure balanced development of nursing education programs along with education
in other professional fields.

The guestion before us today is nof “do we want to be a part of the general education
structure?”, but “Where does nursing education fit in to the overall structure?” you are
familiar with the structural chart designed by the Midistry of Education, showing the
various components of education within the Republic of Korea. (Chart)
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. Here we have no problem in placing either our technical Nursing High Schools or our
College programs. Both of these are clearly included in the Educational structure. The
problem arises with the Diploma Schools of Nursing, which make up the majority of our
schools. As you see here, nursing schools, although in name Junior Colleges, remain outside
the official structure of education in a column lablied “miscellaneous”, In the literature
from the Ministry of Education published in English no mention is made of Nursing
Education. Statistics are given for all other types ef education. Nursing is officially ignored,
and seems content remain ignored, so long as we continue to fool ourselves.in thinking
we are “Junior Collezes” Are we in fact, as well as in name, Junior Colleges? Are the
«credits received in these programs recognized by any institution of higher learning? How
would we rate our faculty qualifications or the level of scholarship of our curricalum? Is
the primary focus of our program education or does it exist to meet the service needs of
‘the hospital? These are questions for each of us to consider and answer in our own way.
_ In the newly proposed structure of the Ministry of Education there has been a major
.change which could greatly influence the future development of nursing education. After
graduation from a general education high schoeol the individual may progress into either
.a 4 year college or university program, or in to a 2 year Advanced Program leading to a
professional career. The latter, unfortunately, still bears the name of the 5 year advanced
-technical programs which have been in existence for many years, so the issue becomes
.confused. Based as it is one 3 years of general high school education, it would seem logical
that this category of education come under the Bureau of Higher Education. However, it
still remains under the jarisdiction of the Bureau of Science Education. It is this technicality
which I feel is one of the greatest obstacles to acceptance by nursing  profession of the
Ministry of Education’s propoéal that Schools of Nursing become “Advanced Schools”.
Regardless of the name, if éuch a change would in fact guarantee transfer credits to a
senior college, for any Advanced School graduate, and would recognize nursing education
as in integral part of higher education, acceptance from the nursing profession would be
forthcoming.
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This morning vou will hear three panelists from educational specialties other than
‘nursing, which are situated within the structure of the Ministry of Education's plan. As
vou listen to each of the speakers consider the similavities and differences of the educational
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program which is being described in its relationship to nursing education. Consider what
we can learn from these programs. Please focus particularly on the type of school in
which you are presently teaching, and consider the following:

1. Technical High School Teachers: Does our school have the balance between
general and vocational education which is found in" other types of technical high
schools? Is the scope of our vocational education too wide to prepare excellent
technically equipped nurses? -How can we limit the scope to meet the health needs
of the people who are served by our school of nursing? How do we differ from the
Junior College programs?

2. Schools of Nursing Teachers: How does our program compare with other fields which
prepare advanced professional graduates? Is our professional focus the applcation of
scientific theory in order to prepare excellent professional practitioners? What changes
can you suggest to improve the guality of our programs?

3. College or University teachers: Does our program give opportunity for in-depth study
of the theories .of science and methods of applving these theories? Are our graduates
truly prepared as independent thinkers and leaders in nursing, able to adapt their
knowledge to a variety of new situations and settings? In what way does our program
supplement the education which is available in the other types of nursiﬁg programs?
How does it differ from these programs?

Nursing education has much in common with other types of education within the
Korean Educational structure. Some like to think that nursing is “different” that it needs
a special set of regulations to govern it. I think that this attitude delays progress. Only
when we recognize that we are one with the rest of the educational worlgi, and begin to
learn from and share with them, will we be able to get on with the business of improving
and advancing in nursing education.
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