O Summary [J

Historical Study of Korean Architecture

In the Three Kingdoms Period (Samkook),
two of the states, Kokwulye and Pakje are
significant for their contribution to the devel-
opment of Korean traditional architecture.
Much is not known about the architecture of
this time, but a few examples are known, and
they give a hint to the development of an
architecture which is uniquely Korean.

Kokwulye was founded around 37 BC in the
area of Manchuria by the first King Dong-
myung. In 586 King Pyungwan transferred the
capital to Pyungyang. During the reign of
King Bojang, Kokwulye was defeated by
Silla in 668,

The ancient tomb of Kokwalye is famous
for its large scale and unique Korean archite-
ctural system. Also the mural located in the
tomb is artistically very beautiful and truely
Korean in character.

Pakje, another Korean state was founded on
the territory of the Mahan in the south-west
part of Korea, In 18 BC the first King, Onjo
located the capital in Kwangju. In 475 during
the reign of King Karo, the capital was trans-
ferred to Puye because of the invasion of the
neighbouring state of Kokwulye. In 660 Pakje
was also defeated by Silla.

The famous Pagoda which is very famous
in Korea architectural history had special sig-
nificance in the Pakje era. Again the style of
this era was uniquely Korean and the cons-
truction material was entirely wood. No stone
was used during this period for the construc-
tion of Pagoda. It is also significant that
these ‘were the first Pagodas built in Korea

by Bong Jin Kang

often the introduction of Buddhism from China.
Their beauty is still famous even today.

Another most famous period in Korean his-
tory is that of Silla and is also one of the
Three Kingdoms. It was founded in 57 BC on
the territory of Jinhan in the south-east part
of Korea. The first King Pakhyukkese estab-
lished the capital in Kyengju and the Silla
dynasty ruled the southern half of Korea for
nearly 1,000 years.

At the present time the site of this ancient
capital, Kyengju, constitutes one of modern
Koreas most complete examples of the artsof
her long history. Because of this the city of
Kyengiju is fast becomming the major tourist
attraction not only for Korean people, but
also foreign tourist from all over the world.

Among the numerous remains, the Pulkuk
temple, Sukkuram and Chomsongdae are pro-
bably the most important.

Pulkuk temple was one of the largest
Buddhist centers in Asia. Its graceful stone
arches and many beautiful Pagodas are sub-
jects of unnumerable photographs,

Chomsongdae, an ancient astronomical ob-
servatory, the first to be built in the orient,
still stand in excellent condition, testifying to
the scientific achievements of that early age.

High on a slop of a nearby mountain is the
world famous Sukkuram. Deep within its
beautifully carved recesses stands the great
white Buddha, highly praised as the finest
example of Buddhist sculpture and its image
is the greatest masterpiece of the Silla dyna-
sty arts.
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