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A Study of Settlements Location in Cheju Island with Special Emphasis to
Changing Processes and Factors

Summary:

Original sites of the primitive settlements in Cheju
Island are located on the piedmont slope and coastline
between Cheju city to Myungwol. The main factor
-controlling the site locations may be summarizes
into three headings, close to hunting and fishing
grounds, water holes, and natural fortress for defen-
.ding invaders.

During the Koryo Dynasty (918-1392) port settle-
ments appeared mainly due to communication to
mainland of Korea, shipping port for tributes, and
From the end
of koryo Dynasty to the beginning part of Yi

-defence against invaders for the sea

Dynasty, political and social insecurity because of
Japanese piracy, changing mode living by ill manged
land system and economic disorder drove the settle-
ments into inland from he coast. Local administration
center also moved towards inland, it made significant
inland economy and

changes development of

settlements. Consequently along the road leading to

Hong Suk Oh

Cheju, Cheung-ye, are Daejung nuclear settlements
were developed. The most of nobility were rich far-
mers lived closely in these nuclear villages and they
became rulling classes of people in the lsland. Poor
farmers and fishermen usually lived along the coast.
In the inner side of the inland villages were settled
by poor shifting slash-burn cultivators.

After completion of modern road around the lsland
in 1917 local administration centers moved back to
the coastal areas, and gradually settlements followed
this direction, that is, from inland to coastal area.
Recently, the military operation for red-guerrillas
based in the thick forest of Mt. Hanra in 1948
forced to evacuate the remaining inland villages,
once the most densing settled area of this island.

In conclusion, the main factors controlly the
chaging settlement location were and are not physical
water holes, but social,

one such as topography,

political factors and technological advancements.
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