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(Korean Traditional Weights and Measures)

Korean traditional measures following the anci-
ent chinese system have originated from the Shin-
La Dynasty.

According to the records Korean Measures were
systematized already at the Korea Dynasty.

At the time of the Lee Dynasty, the King Se-
Jong had written down the system of weights
and measures concretly in the book “Dae Jen
Tong Pyen,”

According to “Dae Jen Tong Pyen” the Korean
measuring system consisted of four kinds of
measures.

They were the Joo, Yong-Jo, Yeki, and the
Pobak measures. Joo was used to measure ground
distance for surveying, Yong-Jo was used by
the carpenter for building construction, Yeki was
used to make the instruments of the ceremonies,
and pobak was wused to measure cloth and
material.

After Korea-Japan Combine in 1910 the tradi-
tional system was not used and the Japanese
measures system was put into effect.

At the beginning of the Lee Dynasty the
traditional measuring system was at its highest
peak. The end of Dynasty saw the system in
disorder. In order to understand completly the
difference in proportion between the Japanese
and Korean systems, we must measure the histor-
ic building in detail and in that way discover
the exact measure between traditional Korean

and Japanese measures.
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