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Housing in The United
Kingdom

The purpose of this article is to introduce
readers to the numbers and standards of housing
being constructed in the United Kingdom.

The article discusses a number of permanent
dwellings completed during the years from 1945
to 1966. Most dwelling units built in the United
Kingdom during this period were private dwellings,
with the highest percentage of private housing
construction occuring between 1961 and 1965,
when they numbered seventy-five to eight-five
percent of all new units. More three bedroom
houses were built than two bedroom houses, while
two bedroom flats outnumbered three bedroom
flats by a wide margin.

The percentage of industrial workers’ dwellings
constructed had been low until very recently, but
there is now a special program for the construc-
tion of industrialized dwellings, begun because of
Great Britain’s growing concern about its lack of
skilled workers coupled with its worry over its
rapidly increasing population figures. The per-
centage of industrialized dwellings is expected to
be about seventy-five percent in 1975. In the
public sector, the housing statistics show the per-
centage of industrialized dwellings completed by
local authorities in “New Towns” in England
and Wales increased from 14.4% to 18.99% of
total housing production in the United Kingdom.

Housing standards in the Uniued Kingdom are
high. The Parker Morris Standards show the
proportion of dwellings in approved tenders which
incorporate the main minimum standards of
equipment and design recommended by the
Parker Morries Committee in their report entitled
“Homes for Today and Tomorrow,” published
in 1961. The main recommendations of the
committee are as follows: a specified  amount of
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floor space; a second water closet and wash basin;
space heating; certain kitchen fittings; a specified
minimum number of electric sockets; and a number
of other specifications, such as the number and
size of bedroom closets.

Certain special types of dwellings are very well-
developed in Great Britain, especially old people’s
homes and children’s homes. The dwellings for
old peoples, for example, take into account
certain problems of the aged, such as their needs
for simple space arrangements, special bathroom
fixtures, and special staincase design. Because, in
modern life, more and more children are separated

from their parents during the day, children’s

homes are necessary as day-care centers where
working mothers can have their children cared
for.

Information such as this on housing standards
and construction in developed countries is of
great importance to persons in developing
countries.
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