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Restoration of Kwangwhamun

Kwangwhamun is the main gate of Kyenghok palace
and is famous for its structural beauty. Its history as
a famous historical remain is as follows.

In Feb. 1395, the 4th year of King Taejo of the
Lee Dynasty Kwangwhamun was under construction
for the first time and was finished in Sep. of the
same year. After that when the Japanese General Hy-
deyoshi invaded into Korea in 1592, Kyengbok palace
including Kwangwhamun was totally destroyed by
fire.

For about 270 years it was left destroyed. In May
1867 during the 26th King Kojong of the Lee Dynasty
reconstruction was started by Tawengun and was
completed in Nobemver of the same year.

After the annexation of Korea by Japan in 1910,
Japanese imperialist built their Government-Genera
Biulding to Korea in the neighbourhood of the place
where Kwangwhamun wused to be and in 1927 was
moved to the north where it stands at present.
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