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A Study of Ku-Eup(Former Local Administrative Town)

Settlements in Kyunggi Province

Summary :

This study has two aims. The ore is a study
of changing landscapes of Ku-Euh settlements
which appeared after losing local administrative
functien around the end of Yi Dynastv. The
other is to reconstruct original landscapes of
Ku-Eup settlements when the all features of the
settlements perishing through the rapid indust-
ralization.

Field werks were donc from August, 1666 Lo
Novemle:, 1967. Every Ku-Eup setilements in
the study arca including 23 Ku-Eup sttleements
were visited and analvsed. Old documents and
map corcerned with KuE-up settlements are
especially studied. Large scale maps and aerial
pnoios such as 1 50000 and 1 © 25000 scalc to—
pographic shects, 11200 scale cadastal maps,
and 1 : 8700 scale aerial potographies are used
for maping and identfying old features of the
seltlcments.

The local administrative towns, Eup, at the
end of Yi Dynasty were aggiomerated type

scttlements. There were an assembly of go-

Ki Suk Lee

vernors house(Dong Heon) and attached buildi-
ngs, together with general houses, market, and
school. The sites of Eup settlement are usually
located at the place where one can easily to
proiect from the outside attack, and located at
the place where mountain behinds and stream
runs at the front according to traditional belief.
The numbers of house in the stage of prosperity
had usually 200 to 1000 houses

Ku-Eup seitlement appeared during the period

of introduction of new transportation and rea-
rrangement of administrative boundaries between
1910 and 1920. Afier removement of local admi-
nistrative ofiice from Ku-Eup to new site, the
functicn and landscape of Ku-Eup changed
rapidlyv. The changing process frcm Eup to
preseni Ku-Eup settlement may be identified
inte four characteristic pericds:

a) The initial stage (about 1870—1910), the
period of maxunum size of population before
rearrengment of admiristrative boundaries,

b) The transitional period (1810—about 1920)
just after the losing local administrative
function due to removal of local adminis-
trative offiice,

¢) The period of decline and reducing settle-
ment size (about 1920—1945) bLefore the



end of the World War 1L,

d) The reorganization stage(1945—1967) just
after the end of World war II. due to
changes of transportation system, military
function, and other new funciion some
Ku-Eup settlements have revived with new
functions of settlement.

Based upon present structure and function,

four Ku-Eup settlement types are recognized:

a) The decreasing type. the numbers of houses
and population are decreasing continuocusly
such as Yangju, Kwangiju, Pochon, Kyohvang,
Umjuk, Choksong, Yongchon, Yengin,

b) The stagnant type, with some public offices

and pure agricultural function maintain
present size of settlement like the Ansan,
Yangji, Yangsong, Kyoha, Tongjin. Yung-
pyong.

¢) The rejuvanation type, by new function

such as military, administration, iranspecri-
aticn settlements arc cxpanding again like
the Namyang, Chuksan. Chinwi, Kwachon.
Chipyong, Paju.

d) The conurbanization type due to the expa-
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ntion of city boundary urbanized rapidly
stch as Yangchon. Pupvong, Sihung nearby
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