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A Functional Classification of Korean Cities and Towns

—According to Industrial Population Structure—

Summary o

Troditionally, Korea is a nation of rural back-
groand, and agriculture is still the most important
part in their economic life. In recent years, howr-
ever, Korea has made notable changes in ur-
banization, Between 1910 and 1960, the percentage
of Korean urban population increased from 3. 8%
to 37%.

The muin purposes of this thesis are to assort

the functions of Korean cities and towns, group

characteristics, and find their distributional patterns,

The classification is based on the activity of the
greatest importance in each city and town with
istical data of 1960 census, There

towns (end) in 1960 census.

were 27

{ehiy and &
The sk and exb are both administrative divisions
comprising more than 50,000 people in shi and
ander 59,000 to 20.000 people in e This stuly
includes the ahove 112 cities and towns,

The functional analysis of industrial population

of 112 cities and towns in South Korea is the
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following:
fisheries:

AMining and stone quarrying: %
Manufacturin I I eeeresereesasaatasttaans vesesenian 18,09
S QFPTITI()I]  essretcerastercratuestonsacarsansanran 3
Construction: 4.19%

Eleciricity, gas, waterwork, and health
SAFVITES . eoveeres srecsacesans waessassenccssonnn censran C, G%
COINIIETCE  serrnserrrasssaenanas reoerreeeurranns 18,09
Transportation, warehousing, and
COMMIUNICATION: rsevensrasrcarcocecns cecers creearen 5.4%
Ser\»i“es; .............................. sessecsrscaaenn 30. 80/’
UllknO\\'!l: ............... vesssteasenanenettaretasran 1. 10/

As shown in the above, four main industries,

that is, services, agriculture, commerce, and

manufacturing are the most important economic

vities comprising about 88% of industrial pop-

u»d
laton of Korean cities and  towns.  According
1o the raios of the four main industrial popola-

12 towns may be grouped into

tions 112 ¢t

four major types and ten subtypes.

tes and



Type 1. Rural Towns: Rural towns, where

the percentage of employment in agriculture to
total industrial population is more than 50%, are
the most numerous functional type, comprising
41% of the total number of cities and towns,
Two subtypes in this class have been recognized;
rural towns A with 23 towns, and rural towns B
with 23. The former has agricultural proportion
of more than 66%, the latter under 65% to 50%.
Of the 46 towns classified as rural, only five
towns have more than population of 50, 000.
Most of this group has less than 1,000 persons
per km® It may be called “huge rural cluster”
than urban.

Type I, Agricultural Cenlers: Agricultural

centers, where the percentage of agricultural
emrloyment to total industrial population is
Letween 33.3% and 50%

towns, comprising 29% of the total number of

have 32 cities and

cities and towns, Of the 32 in this type, 6 towns

ore manufacturing and the others are commercial.

Most of the agricutural centers are associated
with manufacturing, collecting and distributing,
and morketting of agricultural products,

Type III. Local Centers: Local centers, where the
percentage of agricultural population is between
20% and 33.3%, and the total employment

and services is more

in
manufacturing, commerce,
than 507%,

industrial cities A contains 9,

have two subtypes commercial and
commercial and
industrial cities B 6. All cities are connected with
railroads and placed at the important point of
the local area, They are served as local economic
centers in which agricultural products or local

special goods are manufactured and they are

collected and distributed

Type IV. Industial and Commercial Cities:
Industrial and commercial cities, where the
percentage of agricultural employment is less than
20%, and population of manufacturing, commerce
and services comprise more than two-thirds of the
total industrial populations, are mostly larger
urban clusters, They include 16 of the 26 cities
than 50,000 population, Population
1, 000

persons and all are closely associated with railroad.

of more
density per km® of each city exceeds
Of the 19 cities, 6 are industrial commercial cities
A, 7 are industrial and commercial cities B. The

third subtype is  service cities,

®
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