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A Study of Influence of Grandmother on
the Child’s Personality Development

Sang Loh, Lee
Mi Kyung, Park

Department of Home Economics,

Kyungpook National University
Abstract.

A study was made of influence of grandmother on the child’s porsonality development.

" Behavior of randomly sampled 144 kindergarten children aged 5-6: 36 boys and 36 girls who were
living with grandmother in the home and 36 boys and 36 girls who came from general housholds
were comparatively observed and rated by kindergartners who were able to correctly identify the
children. Addition to this, interviews were conducted with their grandmothers by the auther. Rating
scale used for behavior observations was consisted of 8 traits of personality: independency, dominance,
co-operativeness, toleranc, responsibility, needs of achievement, agressiveness, and hostility. The scale
for interviews was consisted of 3 domains of grandmothers attitude toward grandchildren, support,
over control, and submissiveness. Both scales were carefully constructed and the validity of them were
tested.

The following results and conclusions were emerged from the study.

1. A moderate and statistically siggnificant relationships were found between the presence of grand-
mother and decline of dominance, tolerance, and needs of achievement of the boy and needs of
achievement of the girl. Hostility of the girl increased by the presence of grandmother.

2. It was showed that most grandmothers inclined to support and submit to grandsons.

3. High negative correlations were obtained between anxiety of grandchildren and independency,

cooperativeness, and needs of achievement of them.
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