ARTICLE FOR KOREAN DENTAL JOURNAL

Col. William D. Love

Having been in Korea for six months. 1 have been asked to com—
ment on Korean dentistry. Six months is hardly enough time to
arrive at sound conclusions, but I will express my preliminary
views. Of course, s Dental Advisor to the ROK Army my associa-
tion has been mosily with military dentists. However, I kave bad
severa! opportunities to visit the Dental School, Sgoul National Uni-

versity and also to visiz a few civilian dental officzs. I have been

most impressed with what I have seen. 1 feel the school particularly
provides zn excelizat base upon which Korean dentistry can grow. The Korean Dental Assoclation
should also be proud of the many dentisis who are in the military. Although working under a con~
stant hardehip of pos: facilities and lack of adequate equipment, they are continuzlly moving forward
and gaining considerable respect from the rest of the Korean Army and the military advisory group.
1 feel the vounz demtal officers, recent graduates of the Seoul University Dental School, exhibit a
gnod basic knowledge znd are well trained to embark on a dental career. The problem for them and
for all Korean dcatistry is the more advanced training required in the various dental speciaities. The
United States is providing some training but at present it is meager compared to the needs of the
profession and ealy exists for the military. There is most certainly a need for more post graduate
education ané the Korean profession must find within its own ranks thoss with the epthusiasm and
capebility to ceaduct in. I feel a method of accomplishing this would be spesialiy boards which
would provide an incentive and recognize the efforts of those who are willing to devote the time
necessary to aitzin such an achievement. Tn my observation, it was only after such boards were set
up in the United States that post graduate education in dentistry showed real progress.

Another lack I have noticed is mot in the dental profession itself but rather the lack of knowledge
of dental health znd its benefits exhibited by the Korean public. Some form of vigorous educational
program is necessary to impress on thz public the importznce of good dental health, its effect on
whole body health, and how easily a2 dentist can correct thess problems. Such education would also
enhance dentiszry as 2 profession and allow it to assume its proper place in Korezn society. Only
dentists themseives can provide such a program. '

The onlv wav to accomplish the goals I have I listed is through orgazniztion. I camnot urge too
strongly the need for dentists to join together. It isonaly in this way that suffisient streagth and funds
can be atrained to do the iob, The organization exists- —the Korean Dental Association--—znd the great
majority of Horean dentisis belong and pay dues which is commendable. However, having an
organization is not enough, nor is just belonging. A sufficient number ¢f members must be willing to
give their time and efforts to carry out association duties. The apparent apathy of Korezn dentists to
do this, T feel. is the greatest deterrent to dental progress in this country. Tt was only through the
untiring efforts of manv ancnymous dentists in the United States carrying cus thelr portien of
Americen Dental Asscciation tasks that permitted that organization to achisve its mission of raising
dental standards in the United States.

Thus if askeé to advise civilian dentistry in Korea I would say, “Give a little of vourself to the
profession that kas given so much to you. Attend meetings and do vour part for the Korean Dental
Ascociation.™ With every member doing his part, the goeals of the profession can be achieved and Ko—
rean dentistry can scon take its place proudly in the world society of the repidly growing profession
of dentistry.



William D. Love.

Col.
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