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The Influence of Pentobarbital on the Cardiac Output.

The influence of pentckerbite] scdivm cn the central rervous system has been studied extensive-
ly. but its effects on ctler systcrrs Feve ret received zs much zatention. In spite of the fect that
vast amount of cardic- vescu'ar research tas teen conducted on dogs with a background of pentob-

arbital sodium anesthesia.

The work reported herein wezs undertaken to study the effecf of pentobarbital sodium anesthesia
on the cardiac output. The results obiaired in this work are as follows.

1). Cardiac output fell progressively during the period of observation.

2). Exception of the brief period during induction mean blocd pressure did not deviated markedly

from that of the unanesthetized animal.

3). The fall in hematocrit during the period of

steady.

4). Plasma proteins decreased in concentration,

induction wzs partially recovered slowly but

while plasma valums showed a slight increase.

5). The author came to the conclusion that a severe decrezse . in cardiac output occurs under
continuous pentobarbital anesthesia in the dog. while the mechanism responsible for this fall

has not been elucidated, it appears likely that a direct action on the myocardium may

be involved.
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