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Abstract: With the increasing movement towards sustainable construct on, environmental rating systems (ERSs) came into 
use in the Middle Eastern (ME) region as similar to many other regions. ERSs were first developed to assess buildings and 
many ERSs have tended related ERSs. Despite the vast infrastructure development in the ME region and in the United Arab 
Emirates in particular, there is no understand the regional-specific requirements to attain sustainable construction and 
infrastructure. Tis research addresses these pags and study the theoretical underpinnings of sustainable infrastructure in 
the region, to propose a regional-specific, infrastructure-related ERS. This paper examines the underpinning factors of 
sustainable infrastructure in the UAE through a literature review in order to provide insights to determine criteria and sub-
criteria for the ERS. 
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