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» Vessel traffic service (VTS) - a service implemented by a Competent

Authority, designed to improve the safety and efficiency of vessel
traffic and to protect the environment. The service should have the
capability to interact with the traffic and to respond to traffic situations
developing inthe VTS area.

VTS operator - a VTS operator is an appropriately qualified person
performing cne or more tasks contributing to the services of the VTS.
However, for the specific purposes of these Guidelines, VTS operator
further means a person who provides, if duly autherized, instructions
and information tovessels and decides what action should be takenin
response to data received. This person may be directly responsible for
communications within a defined gecgraphical area within a VTS area,
or may relay such information and decisions through an intermediary
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