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ABSTRACT

This paper is about an recent overview of the fire regulations of several countries
as for the use of XPS related insulation in building application. The data compiled in
this paper is based both on in-house expertise at SP Fire Technology, in particular
in relation to FEuropean Building Ilegislation, and on replies to a questionnaire
distributed to a selected group of colleagues internationally, and subsequent discussions
with these colleagues.
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Figure 1 Schematic presentation of regulatory tools in the Nordic countries
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Table 1 Requirement summary on the practice of usage of XPS in each EU

Country General Specific Specific Specific Usage of
requirements | requirements | requirements | requirements | FR-treated
for materials | for insulation | for sandwich | for facades EPS/XPS

materials panels

Sweden No No No Yes No

Denmark Yes n.i. n.i. .. Likely

Finland No Yes No No Likely

Norway No No Yes No Not likely

Iceland Yes n.i. n.i. No Likely

Germany Yes Yes Yes n.i. Yes

Poland No Yes Yes Yes Yes

France No Yes n.i Yes Likely

Belgium No n.i ni n.i. Yes

Ttaly No Yes n.i .. Yes

Spain No .1 Yes .. Yes

UK No Yes ni n.i. Yes

n.i. = No specific information available.
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Table 2 Requirement summary on the practice of usage of XPS in outside EU

Country General Specific Specific Specific Usage of
requirements | requirements | requirements | requirements | FR-treated
for materials | for insulation | for sandwich | for facades EPS/XPS
materials panels

USA No Yes Yes Yes Yes
Canada Yes Yes n.i. n.i. Yes
Australia | No Yes® Yes n.i. Yes
Japan Yes Yes n.i. n.i. Yes
Korea Yes Yes No n.i. Yes
Egypt Unclear™ Yes Yes ni. n.i.

n.i. = No specific information available

* = depending on the application, i.e., no requirements for detached houses or outbuildings
** = the country specific application of the Eurocodes will determine whether material
performance will be required
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