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The Transformation of American Rail Freight Transportation Market
Structure and Its Implications
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ABSTRACT

After the establishment of 'Staggers' Rail Legislation' in 1980, which established an atmosphere of free
competition in rail freight transportation market, freight railway in America became larger and the proportion
of freight railway in the market increased. In 2008, it took up 43% of the transportation market based on
tonne/mile unit and the productivity of freight rail increased. On the other hand, in the case of Korea, the
competing atmosphere is being set up under the influences of the renovation of the rail transportation industry
in 2004. However, to make the rail transportation market more active and become more advanced, a lot of
efforts are required to build a stronger foundation of free competition atmosphere. In this paper, we have
deducted the political implications on the establishment of strengthened competition in Korean rail
transportation industry from reviewing what kind of changes the rail transportation market in America went
through and how it was developed. In this case, we have focused on the changes in industrial trend towards
the restriction policy. Also influences of the deregulation policy after 1980 on the enhanced market efficiency

were reviews.
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: Bureau of Transportation Statistics, Research and Innovative Technology Administration, 2009.
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A gt 879 (45.4) 14,200 (23.5)
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=AY /A E 31 (1.6) 1,684 (2.8)
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Z}5.: Class I Railroad Statistics, Association of American Railroads, June 10, 2009.
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