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SYNOPSIS : This paper is a result of investigating causes and main characteristics of landslides, occurred at
Hongcheon area in Gangwondo during July in 2006, by collecting relevant data and visiting site. The main cause
of landslides in this area has been found to be saturation of the ground wetted by a series of precipitations during
10~ 13 July and the heavy rainfall during 15 July. The pattern of the landslides could be classified as translational
failure, occurred at the boundary between the relatively thin weathered residual soil and the mother rock. By
analyzing a number of failed slopes based on site visit and reviewing collected data, typical widths of failed slopes
are in the range of 10~20m (minimum: 5m, maximum: 70m). Lengths of landslide area are in the wide range
of 10~450m. Most of area are less than 20m in width and 100m in length so that their shapes are long and
narrow, frequently observed in Korea, and their areas are relatively small size of around 1000m®. The inclinations
of the failed slopes are in the range of 10~60° while the most probable slope angle is about 20~ 25°.
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