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Abstract

With recent surge of Internet use, many people become concerned with side effects of Internet.
Especially Internet addiction has become a significant issue. As the rate of teenagers’ Internet use is
higher than the rates of other age groups, and Internet takes an important part in teenagers’
everyday lives, many people become concerned with Internet addition. Internet addiction is salient
even among elementary school students. The purpose of this study is to grasp the realities of
elementary students’ Internet addiction using an evaluation tool developed for elementary school
students, and to analyze differences in the addiction rate according to students’ gender and grade. A
survey was conducted to 989 5th and 6th graders selected from nationwide schools. The results of
this study show that 5.0% of the students are in the stage of serious addiction, and 15.7% in the
stage of early addiction. In addition, significant differences are found between boys and girls and
between 5Sth graders and 6th graders.
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