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Abstract

We studied the behavior of black vultures breeding in Erdenesant, Mongolia
through time budget observation. We observed a pair of black vulture for 115
days from April 30 to August 22, 2005, of which 15 days were before hatching
and 100 days of brood rearing. The egg hatched on May 14"

Incubation was done by both a male and female vultures, but the period
covered by the male vulture (56.82%) was longer than that by the female one
(34.62%). In the early days of brood rearing, time spent by the female vulture at
the nest took 54.9 % and it was 19.27% for the male.

In the muddle of brood rearing period, just inaction and preening were noticed,
as they watched their chicks for a long time without sheltering chick under the
parent’s body. Late brood rearing period was characterized by less chick care
and adults mostly stayed in the nest only when to feed the chicks. During
breeding time, both the male and the female vulture fed only the chicks and did
not give food to each other. During rearing period, the male vulture fed the

chick more often than female.
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Methods
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(1) Incubation(I) — sitting on the nest when at least one egg was present

(2) Brooding B) — sheltering chick under the parent's body

(2) Inactive(TA) — standing, sitting, sleeping

(3) Walking (W) — walking around without pecking at food items

(4) Preening (P) — manipulating feathers with the bill

(5) Feeding Chicks(FC) — offering food items to chicks

(6) Nest Building(NB) — gathering and bringing nest materials and incorporating
these into the nest

(7) Flying (F) — normal flapping flight, gilding, aerial chases

(8) Off Territory(OT) — away from the territory and out of view

Results and Discussion
. 3 #7] (Incubation)
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Fig. 1. Time budgets of Black Vulture during the incubation period (=ncubation;
B=brooding; IA=nactive; W=walking; P=preening; FC=feeding chick; NB=nest building;
F=flying; OT=off territory).
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Fig. 2. Time budgets of Black Vulture during the early stage of chick—rearing.
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Fig. 3. Time budgets of Black Vulture during the middle stage of chick-rearing .
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Fig. 4. Time budgets of Black Vulture during the last stage of chick—rearing.
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