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English Abstract

On Regional Fertility Differentials: Understanding the
Causal Mechanisms of Low Fertility in Korea

Sam-Hyun Yoo
Institute of Population and Aging Research

Hanyang University

This study examines the causal mechanisms of low fertility and regional differentials in Korea.
Utilizing the 2005 census and the 2005 vital statistics, and labor statistics at the regional level, major
‘variables were calculated for administrative units of 234 'Gu's, 'Sis and 'Gun's. Gender equity
orientation, labor market insecurity and family formation were hypothesized as key factors of recent
decline in Korean fertility. This study first presents four maps of gender equity orientation, labor
market insecurity, family formation and fertility. Then ANOVA and path analysis were carried out in
an effort to generalize the causal mechanisms. Results of analysis reveal that gender equity orientation
has played a central role in the second fertility transition in Korea. In metropolitan regions, however,
labor market insecurity is found to have a significant influence on the level of family formation and

fertility. Family formation also turns out to be an important intermediate variable of fertility.

Key Words: low fertility, fertility transition, regional fertility differentials, gender equity, labor

market, family formation
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