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<English Abstract>

The 1997 Asian Economic Crisis and Changes in the
Pattern of Socioeconomic Differentials in Korean Fertility

Doo-Sub Kim, Department of Sociology, Hanyang University

This paper explores the effects of the 1997 economic crisis on the pattern of socioeconomic
differentials in fertility. Based on analysis of data from the 2003 Korea National Fertility Survey, this
study focuses on recent changes in the level of fertility according to socioeconomic status of the couple
including educational level, occupation, working status, income, etc. Results reveal that the level of
fertility of those with the highest education, most prestigious occupation, and employer status are
higher than those of the next group in the socioeconomic hierarchy. These findings imply that the
straight line inverse pattern of socioeconomic differentials in CEB yielded to a reversed J-shaped curve.
However, recent differentials of fertility after the economic crisis were found to contrast with the
pattern above. Decrease in fertility has been most drastic among those with a high level of fertility,
and relatively slow for those with a low level of fertility. The level of recent fertility turns out to be
highest among those with upper-middle socioeconomic status, followed by those with the highest
soctoeconomic status and those with the lowest status. Policy implications and ;some comments on

current population policies of the Korean government are also presented in this paper.

Key Words: Asian economic crisis, differential fertility, demographic transition, the second
fertility transition, lowest-low fertility, decrease in fertility
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