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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyze traffic volume between the Korean container ports
located at the west coast and northern Chinese ports and then the distribution trend of
container between Korea and China. The findings of the study are as follows. First, Container
traffic between western Korean ports and northern Chinese ports has been increasing due to
an increasing trade volume between both countries and geographical accessibility.

Second, Seoul and neighboring area tend to use the trade route between the western ports
and northern Chinese because of lower logistics costs and time-saved advantage compared to
another ports.

Third, the growth of the western ports did depend mainly on the northern China oriented
growth. Such a fact could leads to the overlapping investment in port development in Korea
and another intense competition among national ports to attract cargoes and liners. Therefore,
port development policy considering the characteristics and function of national ports have to
be established. and also alternatives and strategies for improving the competitive edge of

small and medium sized shipping lines against the opening of shipping market have to be
worked out.
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