A Study on the Textile Design Expression Using African

Sculptural Motifs

The history of the plastic arts has begun with
the human history. The African primitive arts
largely influenced the modemn plastic arts and
also affected the costume as a branch of arts.
Textile designs applying the motifs of African
plastic arts are observed in many cases. The
African sculptures are more strongly appealing
since they thoroughly reflect the spiritual worship
and are carved with the fullness of their whole
life. The simple form and primitive impetus of
the African sculptures had strongly influenced the
Fauvists and the Cubists from the beginning of
the 20th century by provoking people the recovery
of human nature and the aspiration of primitive
recursive mentality, In this context, it is of great
significance to consider the African sculptures
that are based on the primitive instinct and to
investigate their roles in the textile design and
the products which borrow their motifs.

This study surveys the development process
and characteristics of the African plastic arts and
investigates the following cases of costume that
adopted the motifs appeared in the plastic arts.

First, we consider the apparel and interior tex-
tile designs that employ the geometrical patterns
which are one of the characteristics of African
arts.

Second, we investigate the modern costume
designs which adopted the African arts after
reconstruction.

Third, we analyze the feeling of the consumers
on the textile designs that employ the splendid
and original colors of the African sculptures.

The results of this study are as follows.
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First, a lot of apparel textile designs that
adopted the motifs of the masks and sculptures
were largely distributed mainly for making shirts
and skirts. The African patterns widely appeared
in the interior textile designs for houses and
stores such as wallpaper, tiles, and curtains, and
especially the designs that use the geometrical
motifs of the African patterns were preferred by
younRg consumers.

Second, the costume designs that employ the
geometrical and symmetric patterns of the charac-
teristical African motifs with reconstruction were
largely observed. The bigger the pattern was, the
bolder the design, and various techniques such as
painting, silk screen, embroidery, and collage
were employed to express the motifs,

Third, the strong and original color designs
that employed the colored African ethnic motifs
reminded consumers of vivid enterprising images
and the age range of the consumers who choose
such unique feelings on colors was wide. We
could conclude that the consumers who have
strong personality preferred the African traditional
motifs and colors.

The African arts is less popular compared to
European or American arts and yet to be further
exploited. In a sense that the visual media ap-
pealing to human instinct are the real arts, the
African arts still remain as a vast area of re-
search and their motifs can be applied to textile
designs without limitations.
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