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The purpose of this study is to figure out the
types and characteristics of golden decoration
technique out of various techmiques of expressing
patterns on the costumes. This study reviews
both costumes decorated with gold in the relics
of Chosun dynasty and literatures focused on do-
mestic and chmese documents and records.

The types of decoration technique using gold
include JigGeum (brocade technique), KeumBak
(gold powder and flake attaching technique), and
Jasu (embroidery technique). JigGeum is weaved
using golden thread instead of silk thread in or-
der to express patterns. It is also called as
GeumSaGeum, JigGeumGeum, NabSukShil, Nab-
ShilShil, JangHwaGeum, GeumDan, PyeunJiGeum,
etc.

The KeumBak technique is to attach gold or
silver powder or thin gold or silver flake on the
surface of the fabric. The types of KeumBak in-
clude SoGeum, CheobGeum, etc.

The KeumSaJaSu technique is to embroider
with gold thread on fabrics. The types of it in-
clude BanGeum, NuGeum, MyeungGeum, Bae-
Geum, KwonGeum, etc.

57 pieces of costumes made using gold in
Chosun dynasty era are analyzed. The results fol-
low; In terms of types of technique, JigGeum is
shown to take the majority; JigGeum (63.16%),
KeumBak (28.07%), Jasu (8.77%). There are
documents saying that there were KeumBak
craftsmen and that they were trained to acquire
KeumBak skills. This record tells us that there
has been efforts of using KeumBak from the ear-
ly years of Chosun dynasty era. However, in re-

ality, KeumBak is not found much. This may be
due to the fact that 46.42% of the costumes
used for this research is excavated costumes and
that most of excavated costumes is not in good
state of preservation compared to the collection
of costumes. Compared to JigGeum, KeumBak 18
not attached securely and the gold powder used
in KeumBak 1s easy to be detached as time
passes. Therefore, few KeumBak is found.

Looking at the patterns used by the types,
plant pattern and letter pattern are mostly used
for both JigGeum and KeumBak. For JigGeum,
plant pattern(43%), letter pattern(17%) and animal
pattern(9%) are used. And for KeumBak, letter
pattern(38%), plant pattern(29%) and animal pat-
tern(14%) are used.

In terms of the characteristics by their uses,
KeumBak is used for court dresses (75%). It is
also used for ordinary dresses (18.75%) and for
other purposes (6.25%). It is mostly used in the
court dresses in the late period of Chosun dy-
nasty era. JigGeum is used for ordinary dresses
(50%), for court dresses (41.67%) and for other
purposes (8.33%). It is evenly used for court
dresses and ordinary dresses.

The golden decoration has also aesthetic fea-
tures, like the occult artistic purpose, the sym-
bolic purpose of social status and decoration

purpose.
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