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This Study is about the color images of clo-
thes in the early 20th century in the Eastern and
Western culture and the recreation of this color
images through modern costume design in
cinema. The aim of this study is to show how
early 20th century color has been reinterpreted
through present day cinema costumes and how
different cultural perspectives can influence color
images. The first phase in researching was to an-
alyze the color trends in representative clothes
from both cultures and categorize the character
of these colors. The second step was to compare
the color distribution in movie costumes featured
mn films from both cultures about the early 20th
century that were made after 1990. By examin-
ing both the common elements and differences, it
is possible to present data showing color prefer-
ences, representative color and purpose of color
revival according to the culture.

For the purposes of this study fifty pictures of
clothing, representative of the early 20th century,
as well as films which have been nternationally
recognized for their costume design and strong
cultural identity(including Farewell My Concu-
bine', Raise the Red Lantern’, 'Chicago' and 'The
English Patient’) were chosen and analyzed. The
color image of these photographs and scenes
from the films were divided by Pantone Solid
Chips (for objectivity and ease of reference) and
categorized by color groups such as red, orange,
yellow, green, blue, violet and neutral.

The analysis results showed that the red group
was used a lot in both cultures-orangish red,
dark red and grayish pink being used the most.
The orange group was more often used in the
West, especially nude tone which was used more
frequently. In regards to the yellow group, gold-
ish, pale yellow and beige were commonly used
in the West but dark yellow, which has a khaki
tone was preferred in the East. The Blue group
appears very frequently with white or black tonal
saturation. In the case of the neutral group, the
East used warm gray but the West used cool
gray. Also, there were differences in color com-
bination, texture and technique which demonstrates
different cultural color recognition and association.

In the case of cinema color image, present
color image was added to past color image. In
the West, color was used as a tool for visualiz-
ing the state of a characters mind and the mood
of a movies story but in the East color image
was intended to make the character stand out by
changing the value and chroma. By comparing
the color image of clothes from the early 20th
century and color image from cinema in the
West and the East, it is possible to analyze the
cultural symbolic image of color. This study is
one of first trials to analyze the cultural differ-
ences in color images and their symbolic
meaning. Thus, further studies should persue to
find out the influence of culture on the color
image in terms of specific quantity and quality.
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