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In this study, to study the aesthetic properties of
the French and the Ttalian fashion, the internal fash-
1on contents are defined according to the cultural
characteristics of France and Italy and based on the
definition, the external features are investigated.
Firstly, each cultural characteristic was analyzed
based on the reference literatures on the French and
the Italian culture. Then, 5 designers of each nation
were selected and their portfolios have been exam-
ined for a comparative analysis of the two fashions.
The criteria for designer selection were that they be-
gan their career in 1900's, they are still working ac-
tively and that their fame and popularity is
worldwide.

As the two major axis of contemporary fashion,
the French and Italian fashion's environments and
aesthetical properties are not localized in their coun-
tries, but have become the aesthetical properties of
world fashion, which comprehends the value and
ideology modern women are pursuing, as well as the
external form which expresses such virtues. There-
fore, socio-cultural approach to aesthetical properties
of the French and the Italian fashion will enhance the
understanding of global flow in the fashion. This re-
search will be very helpful to Korea, a nation with a
high potential in socio-cultural aspect, to become a
leader in the fashion industry. In this study, the in-
ternal contents have been defined according to the
cultural characteristics of France and Italy, and based
on this result, the external forms are analyzed and the
aesthetic properties are compared.

Based on the cultural characteristics of France, the
aesthetical properties of the contemporary French
fashion can be analyzed as follows: 1) Dualism is the
mternal contents of the French culture with multiple

sources, and it implies that opposing values such as
female and male, traditionalism and modernism, sim-
plicity and decoration are coexisting. 2) The multi-
culturism 1s a mysterious feature that has adapted the
oriental or other cultural factors into the forms, pat-
terns, colors and material of costumes. 3) Avant-
gardism is pursuing a novel aesthetic value against
the former value system. It expresses the futuristic
aspects.

The cultural characteristics of Italy, examined
through the constitutional background of its culture
are: 1) Functionalism is a feature showing the Italian
cultural environment where the genuine humanism is
retained. 2) Naturalism focuses on the natural beauty
of the human body without any artificial forms or ex-
aggerated ornaments. 3) Localism is the expression
of folk spirit affected by the natural environment. It
expresses local atmosphere by unique craftsmanship
in material, pattern, color and details.

Thus, the external features of fashion is mutually
related to and expressed with the cultural charac-
teristics. The French fashion tends to represent the in-
trinsic desire within more complicated structural as-
pects, while the Italian fashion has functional features
reflecting scientific and rational speculations. The ex-
pression of intrinsic desire and reflection of rational
speculation are the two values representing the mod-
ern world. That is the reason France and Italy could
distribute their fashion to the world, while bringing
their cultural features into relief to stand out in to-
day's world.
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