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The Korean textile industry m general has been faced with difficulies due 1o changes m
domestic and foreign conditions, and vanous probiems revealed i the mdustry with the
slowdown of textile exports since 2005. Such difficulties are reduced demand and consumption
resulhing from Amenca and worldwide econerme depression and increased competition from
competing countrics, n particular, China. Domcstic conditions also become harsh with labor
disputes m major chenmcal fiber firms and weak product compctitiveness due to the lack of
production systems for ercating gh value added. To increasc cxports, 1t 1s necessary to develop
new high valuc-added matenals that are different from those of developing countnes and 1t 1s
adaptable for the world fashion trend While new and migh level of tcchnologies are essennals
of igh valuc-added matenals, the collection and analysis of varnous information on the fashion
trend 1s also important for design valuc-added textile products. Textile companics have been
provided with mformation by varnous consuling compames, but they lack the abihity to analyze
and apply the data provided by consulting firms to matenial development process despite a great
deal of shared knowledge.

The purpose of this study 1s, first, to examine the present status and conditions of the Trend
Information System m Korcan & Italy textile industry through the analysis of reports by vanous
textile-rclated orgamizations, government pubhcations, and cconomic joumals. Secondly, the
study 1s to survey the trend mformation system applying for new matenal development process
of textile firms in Korea & m [taly. Tt will finally analyze the survey results of guestionnaires
that arc disttibuted to textile firms of different sectors. The study aims at prowviding data to
promote cfficient mformation exchange between information providers and beneficianies by
examining demanded trend wformation, mformation sources, and present trend information
system 1n terms of firms' new matertal development cfforts. By doing so, it hopes to contnibute
to building product competitiveness of domestic textile industry through usmg trend nformation

system and the development of value-add matenals.
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