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Abstract

The aun of this study is to provide some mmformation on
frequencies of occurrence for units of Korean phonemes an
d syllables analysing spontaneous speech spoken by 3 to 8
-year-old Korean children. 49 Korean Children(7710 childre
n for each age) were employed as subjects for this study.
Speech data were recorded and phonemically transcribed 1
20 utterances for each child were selected for analysis exc
ept one child whose data were only 91 utterances The dat
a size of the present study were 5,971 utterances, 5,1554 s
yliables, and 105491 phonemes Among 19 consonants, /n/
showed highest frequency rate and /k, 1, m/ were occupied
the next rankings The frequency rate of these four conson
ants were over 50% for all age groups. Among 18 vowels,
/a/ was the most frequent one and // and /a/ were the se
cond and third respectively, The frequency rate of these fo
ur consonants were over 50% for all age groups Frequent]
y occurring syllable types were a part of grammatical wor
d in most cases Only 5~6% of syllable types covered 5
0% of speech.
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