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Background & Objectives: For patients with spinal cord injury, assisted ejaculation procedures is
recommanded as a treatment of choice. If assisted ejaculation procedures fail or yield spermatozoa insuff-
icient to assisted reproductive techniques, surgical sperm retrieval are indicated. We evaluated the efficacy
of in vitro retrieval of epididymal sperm.

Method: Between March 1996 and April 2005, a total of 8 patients with spinal cord injury who failed to
pregnancy still though after assisted ejaculation procedures performed, were treated in our clinic with in
vitro retrieval of epididymal sperm.

Results: In all 8 with in vitro retrieval of epididymal sperm, sperm was retrieved. Overall pregnancy rate
was 87.5% which was consisted of 5 cases (62.5%) on started trial and another 2 cases (25%) became
pregnant with replacement of frozen-thawed embryo and sperm.

Conclusions: In order to enhance the fertility potential in patients with spinal cord injury, in vitro
retrieval of epididymal sperm would be a new method for inducing pregnancy.
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