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Preservative Treatment of the Gyeongcheon-sa Ten-story

Stone Pagoda

Sa-Dug Kim, Eun—-Jeong Sin, Joo—-Wan Lee, Jin—Hyung Kim

We have reviewed the ten-year-long project of preservative treatment of
the Gyeongcheon-sa Ten-story Stone Pagoda, which started in 1995,
including dismantlement, preservative treatment, surveys and researches,
etc. The members of the base section was transferred to the National
Museum of Korea from the 2nd to the 7th of March 2005 and the rest will
be transferred until April. It will be assembled from the base section and
restored completely until September in the museum.

The Gyeongcheon-sa Ten-story Stone Pagoda preservative treatment
project has left a large volume of records, and applied methods,
technologies and materials will have significant effects on the area of stone
cultural asset preservative treatment. |

First, this project is meaningful in that it completed preservative treatment
and restored the original form of a cultural asset, which is an extremely
complicated pagoda composed of 142 members and had been damaged too
badly to be restored.

Second, the project was executed throughout 10 years, spending two billion
won. The scene of preservative treatment was visited by over 500 people
including scholars and students in the areas of preservation science and art
history every vyear, contributing to enhancing people’s perception on
cultural asset.
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Third, this project applied scientific methods, surveys, researches and
clinical experiments throughout the whole process and, as a result,
advanced stone cultural asset preservative treatment technology one step
further.

Fourth, this project restored dislocated members (25 including middle
pedestrians and middle stones) to their original positions through surveys
and trial restoration, and made research on the internal structure and
assembly methods of stone pagodas.

Besides, there were many achievements from the Gyeongcheon-sa
Ten-story Stone Pagoda preservative treatment project. Materials and
research papers on the preservative treatment and restoration of the
Gyeongcheon-sa Ten-story Stone Pagoda will be compiled into a report.
The report is expected to provide useful research materials in the areas of
preservation science, art history, etc.
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