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Design of Modern Women’s shoes, Under the

Influence of Baroque and Rococo Period

Introduction

The shoes developed in colder regions
where both warmth and protection were needed.
As time past by, shoes served not just
functional but also decorative and symbolist.

Shoes can be quite gorgeous, but not very
comfortable, The cause of discomfort is the

high heel, which forces the foot forward in

the shoe. The red-heeled pumps of the court ~

of Louis XIV and the contemporary Chanel
loafer have all served as the class of wealth
and power, also enhance the body proportion.
Sensible shoes command respect, but high
heels solicit adoration.

The Aim of the Study

This study presents the influence that
Baroque and Rococo period have given to
modern women's shoes. Two categories of the
shoes will be clarified through this study,
which are high hells and slippers. «

The heels

The first recorded year of heels was 1533
in Paris. In the seventeenth century, Louis
XIV created the red heel shoes on behalf of
his
courtiers soon copied the style for their court

his short height and persochal favor;

shoes. During eighteenth century men’s shoes
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were of leather, usually black with buckle
fastening. Women’s shoes were inspired by
men’ styles, but with much higher heels (5
inches and higher), balancing themselves with
canes so they will not fall down. They were
often made of brocaded silk or velvet; some
leather shoes were decorated with silk and
jewelry embroidery. When worn high heels
for effect, they can walk magically and show
the power of seduction. After worn over long
periods of time, they could be discomfort, and
responsible for everything from hammertoes
to fallen arches. Because the working class
could not afford to wear such impractical
shoes, heels became a sign of privilege.

In the twentieth century, shoes designers
love heels because they give them space to
play decorative games. Roger Vivier, a shoes
designer who was born in Paris in 1913. He
created the design that is glorious, elegant,
and decorative. His shoes have all the charm
of 18th-century styles but are very much of
our time. A Vivier shoe is often an innovative
heel; over the years he has customized foot-
wear for celebrities and rogfal members. Sal-
vatore Ferragamo, an Italian shoes designer
who designed a steel arch support to ensure
that his shoes were chic and comfortable. He
created a series of innovative shoes and deve-
loped both custorn-made and ready-to-wear
lines.
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The slippers

Slippers are lightweight, low-cut shoe, with-
out fastening and back, worn indoors and for
comfort. Earlier designs of slippers were heel-
less, but from the late seventeenth century,
low heels slippers decorated with a ribbon
bow or a small jewelry ornament were the
fashion of the period. Even after the French
Revolution, decorated slippers remained in
vogue for nearly half a century. It made of
fabric or fine leather that can be slipped on
and off easily. Slippers of brocaded silkk or
velvet had long been worn by the clergy and
royal members, they were intended to signify
the wearer's wealth and power.

The slippers in its modern incarnation
have long been associated with female gla-
mour and sex appeal. Modemn slippers are not
just express the elegant of women in outdoor,
but are also suited as bedroom slippers. They
are often heelless and made of soft fluffy
materials with lace, net, and beads embroi-
dery. For special occasions, slippers serve the
purpose to match evening gown or wedding
dress. Although conservative criticize that
slippers were not proper in ofﬁcial occasion,
but still they were popular in every social
status. For its convenience and decorative
aspect, women are not hesitating to wear themn.

Conclusion

Shoes reflect the personality of the wearer;
also reveal the character by showing how the
individual reacts to fashion. The history shows
that the heels and slippers of Baroque and
Rococo period have great deal of influence on
modern women's shoes. Women who are
fashion oriented adore high heels and believe
in heel can make they appear fashionable and
seductive. Lower heels slippers are easier to
put on and off, they can be beautiful and
reflected privileged. High heels present elegant
and discomfort at the same time, but people
intent to ignore the discomfort and just wor-
ship the symbol of seduction.
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