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Disabled persons in Korea are estimated at
about 1,450,000, of whom about 470,000 persons,
ie., 38.6%, are females (Data from the Ministry
of Health and Welfare in 2000). In general,
crippled persons do not include those with speech
or sense disorders such as the blind, deaf, and
dumb. Physically crippled persons account for
58.3% of the whole disabled people. In spite of
that, little improvements have been made in the
costumes for disabled persons, who cannot help
usually wearing ordinary ready-made clothes. Moreover,
there are not enough basic data of disabled persons,
which may be used to develop new products in
the clothing industry and we donft' have sufficient
data of human body of such persons. In this
situation, the current study was aimed to develop
functional designs appropriate to disabled females.
To do this, the author conducted, first of all,
research into the data and current state of disabled
females. Tt was intended to develop costumes that
are most suitable to disabled persons and are
equipped with functionality and aesthetics, in order
to contribute to producing scientific clothes for
disabled females and developing relevant technologies.

This study had been continued for 12 months
between August 2003 and July 2004. First, relevant
literature was researched to analyze the current
state, choose research subjects, and decide theoretical
directions. Then, the author visited the places
where disabled females are staying in order to

understand and find out what problems they are

facing. Questionnaire surveys were executed on
219 disabled females living in Seoul City.

The results of above study are as follows : 1.
The satisfaction of clothes are different from the
handicap grade and when they have more difficulty
they need more the skilled clothes. 2. The satis-
faction of clothes and the size are resonable diffe-
rence that the satisfaction of ready made clothes
are same as the lowest satisfaction. 3. The requi-
rements of the ready made clothes are marked
high point for the activity, conveniences and
faculty. 4. The ready made clothes brand for the
handicap person and the on-line site for the
fashions are highly required.

The current study has meanings in the following
aspects. This study may contribute to the intro-
duction and establishment of the concepts of fashion
clothing and clothing industry for disabled persons'
costumes. In other words, disabled persons' costumes
will be commercialized and the purchasing of the
costumes will be activated. Functional, practical,
and fashionable costumes for disabled persons will
attract not only disabled persons but also men of
peculiar figures and elderly people, and may be a
means to enter into the niche market.

The limits of this study include the fact that
only disabled females living in Seoul City were
the objects of this study. As such, the author
wishes that future studies would be expanded to
disabled men and children and factors other than

those touched in this study.
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