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Foreign culture, introduced by cultural exchange,
was modified and accepted into a new form and
value system. Culture speaks for the characters of
the period, so it is presented by the mutual actions
of many factors affecting culture. Religion is the
essence of human life and the source of ideas
about life, the universe and existence, so they
become hidden inside of the structure of culture.
Moreover, since primitive religions or propagandism
always accompanied music and dance, dance
played an important role as a cultural factor.

Dancing costumes present the process of cultural
modification and acceptance more vividly than
general costumes, so they are a very good object
for studying the historical context, the sense of
value, and the accepting attitudes and importing
method of the exotic style. This research shows
that, among foreign cultures, it is Buddhism that
most influenced Chinese dancing costume. Taoism
was the Chinese native religion that played an
oppositional role against Buddhism. Taoism was
hidden in Chinese dancing costume in every age.
Chinese dancing costume changed many times due
to the import of exotic styles such as Buddhism
that partially replaced the Taoistic tradition.

In the Han dynasty, dance had a strong Taoistic
character, so most dances used the long sleeve
costume that expressed flight. Ribbons and the
plume garment were also used, and light materials
were employed in order to practice light action
such as jumping to the sky. They showed flight,
lightness, and the flexibility of the smoocth silhouette.

Three Kingdoms was a transitional period, Budd-

hism and Taoism appeared mixed and competed
with each other. The long -sleeve -dance also
existed, and seén omament that strengthen Taoistic
characteristic also could be seen. But, the plume
garment became tighter to the body and showed
more of the body outline due to the influence of
Gandhara.

In the Sui and Tang dynasties, exotic style was
very popular, but Taoistic style intensified in some
areas. For example, the long sleeve costume that
was worn with shenyi almost disappeared, and the
plume garment became popular in the form of
nichi ngyttys. Dancing costume also showed Taoistic,
Buddhistic and exotic styles.

In the Tang dynasty, Chinese accepted foreign
culture very actively and with open hearts. This is
the period in which exotic style appeared most
strongly. They accepted foreign culture based on
their traditional culture, and fused them completely.
Foreign dances were very popular, and the dancing
costume showed the complete fusion of Chinese
and exotic styles. Chinese, in the Tang dynasty,
retained on their traditional culture and modified
new foreign culture into Chinese style.

Therefore, it is confirmed that the process of
cultural importation of exotic style was different
according to the social, historical, and cultural
backgrounds of China during the period from the
Han to the Sui and Tang dynasties.
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