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Since ancient times, recognition and interchanging
between eastern and western culture have infl-
uenced in developing costume culture,

As a various and definite aspect is spreading
out in the present day, this study defines ethnic
minimalism supplemented with oriental spirit and
formative characteristic of oriental mode and examine
its ideological characteristic and structural charac-
teristic. Also, by comparing with minimalism, this
study will identify how oriental costume have
come to be the main subject of the western
fashion through the works of the world fashion
designers.

While comparing with minimalism and ethnic
minimalism, ideological characteristics are as the
follows. First, if characteristics of functional and
mechanical designs emphasizing rigid and geome-
trical form, and utopian modemism seeking simple
designs by eliminating all of the decoration is mini-
malism point of view, continuing simple designs
of mechanicalism and elegance curves, fine lines
balanced with abstract shapes, simple, purified and
asymmetrical form of modemism could be explained
as ethnic minimalism point of view.

Second, if refusing decoration, seeking value of
simplicity, clearness, homogeneity, pureness, regularity
and rationality and modernism denying regional
form and commend international form could be
explained as minimalism point of view, post
modernism construed as ethnic minimalism point
of view shows negotiation phenomenon mixing

eastern and western costumes. Also, through con-

tacting and interchanging different cultures, it has
pursuited rationality of the costume and went out
of centering its own race.

Next, the structural characteristics are as the
follows.

First, 'minimal fashion' which is regarded as
minimalism has eliminated things as much as
possible to express ideal simplicity while ethnic
minimalism shows identity of oriental fashion by
emphasizing the dimension and unrestainting our
body.

Second, minimalism seeks simplicity with geo-
metrical line and have cubic structure while ethnic
minimalism shows its simplicity by lineal and
plane figure.

Third, material used in minimal fashion is
mostly stiff and hard or high-technology material
as steel and glass. Likewise, materials for ethnic
minimalism are soft natural fiber.

In conclusion, through references and contem-
porary fashion designers' works, ethnic minimalism
has added oriental spirit and planess including
extensity to stiff and rigid minimal fashion, and
therefore upgraded it to rationalistic fashion to be
the main subject not only for western fashion but
also the world fashion. When orientalism arrives
in the 21 century, we could expect an upward
curve of its value.
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