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The purpose of this study is to formulate a
concept of naturalism in fashion and verify the
design characteristics found in such designs via
reviewing the concept of naturalism and its
influence on dress making in different periods in
history.

The references from various academic fields
including philosophy, literature and fine arts were
used to examine how naturalism was formulated
over the years. Then it was to identify the natu-
ralistic influences by closely examining various
Western dress codes. This study extracted the
peculiar design characteristics of such naturalistic
influences from fashion collection publications
from 1993 to 2003 based on its style and colors.

The results of this study are as follows ;

First, in the ancient Greek period the dress
code was drapery style, which repeatedly adopted
as the design guideline in later periods as the
standard naturalistic dress code. In the modem
times naturalism found its roots from ‘Back To
the Nature' advocacy by Rousseau, which in tumn
signal the birth and rise of neo-classism. Ancient
Greek style dress design saw its resurrection during
this period. The turn of the century saw the rise
of Art Nouveau which stylized the organic structure
and existence found in natural state and Paul
Poiret resurrected the neo-classical dress code.
Hippie styles from 1960's and 1970's, "Back To
Nature Movement", the use of natural dyes and
fabrics in 1980's under ecological influence and

the natural color found in ecru affected on the

naturalism in fashion. By 1990's the introduction
of intemet expediate the cross-breeding of various
design elements, and naturalism in fashion faced
explosive fusion of styles and characteristics.

Second, the close examination of naturalism in
fashion with the changes of times displayed the
complex evolution process over the years, and
they were classified by 4 distinctive categories;
Retro, Ecology, Primitive and Ethnic.

Third, naturalism in contemporary fashion design
showed higher frequency of adopting ecological
and retro styles. The color usage showed the
skewed concentration on YellowRed, Red and Yellow
colors with pale, light grayish and grayish tones.
The color characteristics from styles showed Retro,
ethnic and mixed elements showed even spread
over the colors. For color tomes from styles,
ecological elements showed even spread among
pale, light grayish and grayish, while pale are for
retro and primitive. Ethnic and mixed elements
showed higher usage of dull, dark grayish, and
soft.

This study is particularly useful for systema-
tically summarizing naturalism in fashion design.
Furthermore, the detailed analysis of naturalism
adopted in contemporary fashion design will be an
effective guideline on future studies on naturalism

in fashion.
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