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Living in society, taking gender role is quite
important in consisting one's personal identity. As
a sign of gender role, clothing and ornaments has
been the key element for people to decide how to
treat ones who are wearing them; and people also
has been expressing their personal identity through
clothing and omaments. However, after the modern
age has arrived, newly organized men's clothing
classified the distinction of clothing, hair style,
shoes, ornaments, make-ups and perfumes by each
gender. Then these distinctions of gender became
vague as the 20th century began. From the middle
of the 20th century, the development of leisure
wear, jeans and unisex modes began to spread out
with younger generations; then the theoretical cha-
racteristics of the post-modern feminism emerged
in the last 20th century has collapsed the difference
of gender classification. These trends strongly has
influenced on fashion field.

The design emphasizes humanism by resembling
male and female characteristics, and the neutrality
that shows the concept beyond male and female
characteristics are expressed on clothing, which
tells that the boundary of sexuality in clothing has
begun to fade away.

In terms of the changes on clothing as the
gender difference on clothing started to fade away,
hippy mode, unisex mode, androgynous style has
emerged: yet the most recently emerged metro-
sexual phenamenon seem to have uncommonness
with other styles. The "womanization" of men's
clothing in previous century was claimed to be an
"way to resist against the social structure", which
was considered unethical because of its irratio-
nality. Yet, the metrosexuality has strong identity
from "man", and it accepts feminine preference
and feelings on the other hand. It reflects the

social trend which the difference of gender is
getting deemed; and it also explains the changes
in understanding that "appearance” is a part of
manly quality.

The word "metrosexual” was first used by a
British literature critic, Mark Simpson in 1994 on
the Independent, and it depicts the new changes
of young men who focuses on his out looking.
"Metrosexuals” symbolizes men who lives in
downtown metropolis ("metro”) near shopping mall,
fitness center, and hair salon, and shows his
interests in fashion, beauty, interior design, coo-
king, etc, which are simply 'feminine” quality of life
style. The "metrosexuals” has connotation of urban
and bi-gender quality, and accepts gracious feminine
fashion and completes sexy and sharp look.

When you look at the metrosexual fashion
appears on public media, it uses men's suit and
colorful feminine colors and flower designs, has
lace or peril, emphasizes wrest and sleeves are
tightly fits into body: it shows the body silhouette.
As the men's suit that does not exaggerates body
figure, men in modermn era begun to find
importance of worked-out body and muscle. Also,
while men in previous eras found their identity in
power and authority, the modern men choses to
have feminine sensibility, in other words, more
genial and feminine quality as their characteristics.

The motives for these phenomena can be found
in drastic change in 'values' after the 21st century,
and also the move of the axis of economy,
society, culture and politics. The discussion on
fashion that only has been considered when we
look at the gender equality, is now being accepted
while the male point of view is accepting
"feminism’. The movement for liberation from forced
and suppressive 'manliness’ is the metrosexuality.
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