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The Conservation Treatment for the Lacquered Sheath

Excavated from Sinchang-dong, Gwangju

Soo-Chul Kim, Yong—Hee Yi

Conservation Science Laboratory, National Museum of Korea

Abstract

The water-logged artifacts excavated from the swamp in Sinchang-dong,
Gwangju are very delicate. As soon as they are exposed to air, they
shrink or be transformed right away as they go dry. So it needs special
conservation treatment to exhibit and store them. Particularly, lacquer ware
whose surface is densely lacquered like this sheath is very hard to treat,
since it hardly absorbs chemicals and the lacquer layer is very likely to
swell or fall off. The lacquered sheath was treated by freeze-drying after
soaking in the low concentration (40%) water solution of PEG#4000.
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